DRAFT KEY MESSAGES
Human rights and urbanization

Urbanization is a rising trend in all parts of the world. While this phenomenon could positively contribute to the lives of millions, in many places, the current forms of urbanization come with the creation of more slums, more people residing in inadequate living conditions, erosion of tenure security in housing and land, and greater disparities, inequalities and discrimination. 

Urbanization processes are too often narrowly focused on growth, on markets, and on private investment, with less attention afforded to equality and wealth distribution, or to environmental and social sustainability, and even less to civil, political, economic and social rights. 

Urbanisation has been the harbinger of opportunities but also of misery. Millions of people find themselves living in unacceptable conditions in burgeoning urban centres wherein forced evictions and displacement, violence and insecurity are common.  Inadequate regulations, excessive privatization, and complete commodification of housing, water or land have exacerbated discrimination, exclusion and immersion of those who do not have the resources to buy these ‘goods’ . 
Urbanisation has been the harbinger of opportunities but also of misery. Millions of people find themselves living in inadequate conditions in burgeoning urban centres wherein forced evictions and displacement, violence and insecurity are common. Inadequate regulations, excessive privatization, and the commodification of housing, water or land have exacerbated discrimination, exclusion and marginalization of those who do not have the resources to buy these ‘goods.’ 
Housing, water, education, health or fair administration of justice are not mere commodities, they are rights to which all are entitled without discrimination. 
From a human rights perspective, when we are talking about housing, we are not just talking about four walls and a roof. We are referring to a place to live in security, peace and dignity. The right to adequate housing is about security of tenure, affordability, access to services and cultural adequacy. It is about protection from forced eviction and displacement, from homelessness, poverty and exclusion. It is a right for all regardless of social status and origin, or the type of housing, land tenure and ownership. To promote the right to adequate housing and other related rights, urbanization processes and policies must not be solely based on economic and financial data that disregard the human reality behind those numbers. 
It is crucial that urbanization takes another path. That is why the model of urbanization that we should all promote must ensure: 

The free, active and meaningful participation of the beneficiaries of development, and in particular of the most marginalized. Urban and spatial development should be done with and for all city dwellers. This means wide consultation and participation of all inhabitants – not only of the richest and the most powerful - with a view to improving the living conditions and security of tenure for the most vulnerable, as a priority. 
Urbanization processes should evolve from technocratic models to rights-based models that ensure the accountability of duty-bearers and the rights of urban dwellers. Decisions and processes in cities need to be transparent, subject to public scrutiny and to include free and fair dispute and complaint mechanisms. Accountability and the Rule of Law are both key principles of human rights. 
Equally importantly, achieving sustainable urbanization must address the root causes that violate the principles of non-discrimination and equality, not only on the basis of gender and geography, but also on the basis of race, culture, religion, age, disability and social and economic status. Too often the poor, people living in slums and informal settlements, women, children, minorities, migrants, refugees, indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities, older persons and others, do  not count in urban development, resulting in city development that further marginalizes and discriminates against those most in need. 

Any serious development activity must in all circumstances embrace strategies for the political, social and economic empowerment of people, especially the most vulnerable and the most marginalized. Freedom of speech and assembly, the right to information, consultation and participation in decision-making processes, the right to vote - to name a few - are all crucial to sustainable and fair urban development. 

A sustainable and coherent urbanization necessitate a common understanding of what development means. The end result of urbanization should be realization of the dignity and human rights of all its inhabitants. That is why, laws, policies and programmes relating to urbanization need to be clearly in conformity with international human rights standards and geared toward their respect, protection and fulfilment. 
A sustainable and coherent urbanization necessitate a common understanding of what development means. The goal of urbanization must be the realization of the dignity and human rights of all its inhabitants. That is why, laws, policies and programmes relating to urbanization need to be clearly in conformity with international human rights standards and geared toward their respect, protection and fulfilment. 

“We reaffirm our commitment to the full and progressive realization of the right to adequate housing, as provided for in international instruments. In this context, we recognize an obligation by Governments to enable people to obtain shelter and to protect and improve dwellings and neighbourhoods. We commit ourselves to the goal of improving living and working conditions on an equitable and sustainable basis, so that everyone will have adequate shelter that is healthy, safe, secure, accessible and affordable and that includes basic services, facilities and amenities, and will enjoy freedom from discrimination in housing and legal security of tenure. We shall implement and promote this objective in a manner fully consistent with human rights standards.”

Habitat Agenda, Chapter III.A., Section 39
Urbanization may only have a positive transformative force if it respect and promotes human rights.  Developing a New Urban Agenda offers a unique opportunity to advance and further develop an urbanization that is sustainable, socially inclusive, that promotes equality, combats discrimination in all its form and empower individuals and communities to make cities a place of equal opportunity for all where people can live in security, peace and dignity.

