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Dear Reader,

This week, we highlight the growing impact of 
multiple crises on cities and learn more about 
our response to the devastating earthquakes in 
Türkiye and Syria.  

We celebrate the achievements of our Global 
Public Space Programme and delve deeper into 
the transformation taking place in the UN. 

Finally, we explore our SDG Cities platform and 
discover the importance of our work in urban-
rural linkages and it’s guiding principles.

And as usual, we welcome your contributions at 
unhabitat-habpost@un.org. 

Happy Reading,

Sumitra Jayaraj 
Editor
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Did you know?

UN-Habitat and Japan to implement $900,000 projects in 
Tripoli  
(LBCI)

UN-Habitat Expands Support to Critical Emergency 
Response Capacities Of City Facilities in Greater Beirut 
Through Funding From Polish Aid  
(National News Agency)

Combatting Transboundary Sand and Dust Storms in 
Southern Iraq and Kuwait  
(ReliefWeb)

Fifth Spatial Planning Platform meeting begins  
(The Himalayan)

Nik Nazmi: Govt cannot fight climate change alone  
(New Straits Times)

Davos 2023: key takeaways for cities and local economies 
(World Economic Forum)

Kenya, Japan mark 60 years of diplomatic relations  
(The Star)

PCRWR Organized 4-day Technical Training Program On 
Integrated Rainwater Harvesting Techniques 
(UrduPoint)

How extreme heat is impacting the U.S. and the world 
(The Washington Post)

San Diego, Tijuana host United Nations to explore lessons 
in cross-border cooperation 
(The San Diego Union-Tribune)

Women Entrepreneurs Get Much-Needed Equipment 
(Jamaica Information Service)

News roundup

'A great victory'

Gennady Trukhanov, the Mayor of Odesa, 
describes the inclusion of the historic city centre 
and port in the UNESCO World Heritage List as a 
great victory, which will help in the protection of 
the Odesa’s cultural treasures.

 � Read the full interview with UN News.
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FEATURE STORY

As we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic, growing 
inequalities and instability arising from conflicts, 
the climate emergency, and biodiversity loss are 
converging in our cities in dangerous ways. This 

is, after all, the urban age. So it is not surprising that cities 
are increasingly becoming the theatre of multiple and 
interconnected crises. 

Refugees and internally displaced persons flee to cities 
around the world. The bombardments of cities and towns 
across Ukraine, floods, recurrent cyclones, and conflict in 
Mozambique, South Africa, and Pakistan put greater pressure 
on urban services. In addition, climate-induced disasters and 
conflicts create instability and displace people across the 
Horn of Africa, the Sahel, and Afghanistan.

Appeal for Ukraine

On 24 February, the world marks one year since Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and almost three weeks since the 
devastating earthquake affecting cities in Türkiye and Syria. 
Whether man-made or natural disasters, such events have 
devastating impacts on human settlements and their citizens. 
On 15 February, almost a year after the full-scale Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, the UN appealed for $5.6 billion to help 
millions of people affected inside the war-torn country and 
beyond.

The world and the UN still have much to do to stop the 
humanitarian catastrophe and suffering of the Ukrainian 
people and to address the global impact of the war. The 
destruction of civilian infrastructure has severely disrupted 
critical services, including healthcare and energy systems, 
leaving millions of Ukrainians struggling with blackouts during 
the winter. The UN and the world must support those in need, 
particularly those without shelter or heat.

Furthermore, the UN calls for greater investments in Ukraine’s 
resilient urban recovery, advocating for localizing nationally 
led recovery initiatives. The same will be needed in Türkiye 
and Syria, where the damage is still being assessed. 

Accelerating SDGs in times of crises

Today, more and more people and places are left behind and 
in need of humanitarian assistance. The world is sliding back 
instead of accelerating toward Sustainable Development 
Goals. This is mainly because the SDG Goal 11 - sustainable 
cities - affects 60 percent of all SDGs. As cities take up a 
significant share of global economies, urban crises disrupt 
economies with ripple effects across entire regions. As 
highlighted at the eleventh session of the World Urban Forum, 
we need to focus on these increasingly imminent urban 
crises. Preparing for and overcoming these crises becomes a 
pre-condition for transitioning to a better urban future. 

Over the past years, local governments and local leaders 
have demonstrated that cities are where short- and long-term 
solutions come from. They can mobilize communities to bring 
about the transformative shifts we need as we adapt to our 
age of crises. 

Amidst the horror and the devastating loss caused by wars 
or natural disasters, the resilience of communities and the 
surge of solidarity offers immense potential for building back 
better to see more resilient, greener, healthier, and inclusive 
neighbourhoods and cities. 

A world in crisis and 
cities are at the 
frontline

© OCHA/ Serhii Korovayny

© OCHA/ Oleksandr Ratushniak

#WithUkraine

The UN appealed for $5.6 billion to 
help millions of Ukrainians affected 
inside the war-torn country and 
beyond
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UN launches appeals to scale-up aid operations in 
Türkiye and Syria

On Thursday, the United Nations launched a $1 billion 
appeal for Türkiye to assist more than five million 
people affected by the devastating earthquake. The 
earthquake struck parts of Syria and Türkiye and 

was felt across several countries on 6 February 2023.

This week also saw the United Nations Secretary-General 
António Guterres launch a nearly $400 million appeal for Syria 
to assist almost 5 million people over the next three months.  
He urged the international community to set up and fully fund 
the response effort.

The UN’s Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Martin Griffiths, also called for countries to 
support the appeal. 

Damage assessment

Multiple tremors, the strongest 7.7 magnitude, struck 
southern Türkiye and northern parts of Syria. This is one of 
the region's most significant earthquakes over the past 100 
years. According to preliminary official data, more than 9,1 
million people in 11 provinces are likely to have been affected. 

In Türkiye, more than 35,400 people lost their lives, and 
tens of thousands were injured. In Syria, severe human and 
material damages were reported in Aleppo, Hama, Idleb, and 
Lattakia Governorates. The situation in Syria is exacerbated 
by the protracted humanitarian crises caused by the civil war 
and the displacements of people. 

Responding in urban areas 

UN-Habitat is assessing the situation on the ground and 
working with its local partners, governments, and other UN 
agencies to develop responses. 

Kahramanmaraş, Türkiye, days after a devastating earthquake, people 
were looking for their belongings amid the rubble © UNOCHA/Matteo 
Minasi

Earthquake aftermath in Aleppo, Syria. © Sevim Turkmani/OCHA

In Syria, where the need cut across all sectors, UN-Habitat 
calls for $3.75 million from the appeal over the next three 
months to be dedicated to early recovery activities, including 
rapid damage assessment.

In Türkiye, UN-Habitat is asking to set aside within the appeal 
$500,000 to support local governments in their immediate 
response efforts. 

UN Launches 
Flash Appeals

UN-Habitat calls for:

$1B
to assist more than 
5 million people in 

Türkiye

$3.75M
from the appeal to be 

dedicated to early 
recovery activities

$500K
to be set aside to support 
local governments in their 

immediate response 
����������

≈$400M
to assist almost 5 
million people in 

Syria
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Launched in 2012, UN-Habitat’s Global Public Space 
Programme (GPSP) supports cities to take action for 
safe, inclusive, and accessible public space for all. As a 
Programme, it implements SDG 11.7 by promoting the 

crucial role of green and quality public spaces in cities, acting 
as an enabler for social justice, prosperity, and environmental 
change. Streets, sidewalks and cycling lanes, squares, parks 
and waterfronts, gardens and community courtyards, but also 
public facilities, such as community centres, public libraries 
and schools are all part of what is defined as public space. 

“Public space is crucial for sustainable cities and 
communities: providing ecosystem services, improving 
health and wellbeing, ensuring social inclusion and economic 
exchange. It offers an opportunity to enrich the quality of life 
of all urban dwellers, leaving no one behind. Lack of quality 
public spaces reduces urban quality of life, increasing crime, 
social tensions, health and congestion.” Jose Chong, Leader 
of the Global Public Space Programme.

So far, GPSP has completed 144 public space upgrading 
projects in 100 different cities, impacting the life of more 
than 2.5 million people and 15 million indirect beneficiaries. 

The public spaces which were implemented have improved 
the well-being and health of the communities, while boosting 
social interaction and livelihoods. Building upon the renewed 
interest of countries, cities and communities, it is believed 
that the COVID-19 pandemic provided a new urgency and 
momentum for cities to redefine their agendas and develop 
new strategic frameworks which put public space as a key 
critical infrastructure and driver of change.

 A new decade of the 
Global Public Space Programme

Public space is crucial 
for sustainable cities 

and communities: providing 
ecosystem services, 
improving health and 
wellbeing, ensuring 
social inclusion and 
economic exchange.”  
 
Jose Chong 
Leader of the Global 
Public Space 
Programme.
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Beirut’s public stairs with youth designed interventions, 2022  
©Catalytic Action

Global Public Space Programme milestones

UN-Habitat’s Governing Council 
gave the programme a clear 
opportunity and direction through 
Resolution 23/4 to consolidate our 
agency-wide work on public space. 

The Charter of Public Space developed 
at the Biennial of Public Space

2030 Agenda – public space 
SDG target 11.7

Habitat III – public space in the 
New Urban Agenda

10 years of the UN-Habitat Global 
Public Space Programme

Strengthen public space 
network to scale up impact.

2011

2022

2015

2013

2016

2023

Key Initiatives of GPSP

Block by Block and Her City were developed as two 
key initiatives of GPSP in its first decade.

The success of UN-Habitat’s public space programme is 
anchored in the wide network of local government, civil 
society, academia, and private sector partners. Public space 
regeneration projects are usually completed in collaboration 
with the local government and civil society partners. Through 
placemaking networks, UN-Habitat engages with and 
supports communities to take action toward reclaiming and 
transforming their public spaces. Since 2016, GPSP has 
organised regular meetings of the UN Public Space Network 
to encourage other UN agencies to act on public space to 
achieve sustainable development.

Participatory workshop using Minecraft to design public spaces in 
Palestine © UN-Habitat

Key Impact Numbers

30,000+  
people directly 
engaged in public 
participation 
processes

100+  
knowledge 
products generated

8,000+  
media mentions

40+ 
Governments 
engaged (national 
and local)
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Voices on the public space network

The largest achievements of the Global Public Space 
Programme from the UN-Habitat perspective are global 
advocacy, partnership with the private sector, gamification 
for effective youth engagement, evidence gathering, data and 
impact, as well as networking with a wide range of partners.
The successful implementation of various public space 
projects has shown how a variety of small, low cost and 
simple interventions can create a better-quality public space 
and improve the life quality for urban residents, especially the 
migrant women, the poor, and children.

It is necessary to elevate the voices of local governments, but 
also to practically demonstrate the value of public space. It 
is also recommended to further work on knowledge sharing 

and exchange at regional levels because of commonalities 
between the different countries in the same regions, to build 
on the lessons learned that we have developed. 

We are now seeing that public space has been globally 
recognized as a major asset for sustainable urban 
development. Now is the time to move at a faster speed and 
on a larger scale while remaining loyal to the quality of our 
work and our network. The network can deepen its focus on 
a variety of thematic areas such as health, climate, migration 
and gender in relation to public space with relevant partners. 
The focus is to showcase the transformative power of public 
space for sustainable urban development.

 � Reach out to our GPSP team to learn more!

Kids engaging in upgrading a public space in Priznen, Kosovo  
© Ec Ma Ndryshe

Users cycling through the newly upgraded market in Hanoi, Vietnam  
 ©  Healthbridge

H
A

B P
O

ST | February 24 2023

https://www.blockbyblock.org/
https://hercity.unhabitat.org/
mailto:unhabitat-publicspace%40un.org?subject=


STAFF NEWS

New colleagues

Amrutha Viswanath
Intern
Programme Management (India)
Regional Office for Asia-Pacific
amrutha.viswanath@un.org

Shinta Kusumawardani
Intern
Programme Management
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
(ROAP)
shinta.kusumawardani@un.org

Caspar Kleiner
Intern
Programme Support Urban Resilience
Regional Office for Africa
caspar.kleiner@un.org 

Lauren Powdrell
Intern
Capacity Development and Training Unit
Nairobi Office
lauren.powdrell@un.org
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INNOVATION CORNER

Understanding the UN 2.0 
Quintet of Change for a 
Better Future
Be part of the transformation happening 
in the UN!

10
01

DATA, ANALYSIS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Building on the overarching UN 
Data Strategy, turning the organi-
sation into the state-of-the-art 
data analyst and communicator 
for the benefit of the world.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Engaging in strategic foresight, 
linking up with other entities 
around the world to enable 
anticipatory action and the design 
of more forward-looking policies 
and programmes.

INNOVATION AND DIGITAL  
TRANSFORMATION

Based on all available means, 
using our innovation infrastructure 
to discover and implement new 
ideas to create value and help us 
do our job in a more digital world.

PERFORMANCE AND
RESULTS ORIENTATION

Ensuring the UN family is focused 
on impact, learning, and 
continuous improvement.

BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCE

Leveraging behavioural science to 
improve UN family programme 
and policy effectiveness and 
reduce bureaucratic processes. 

UN2.0
Quintet of Change

THE NEXT 5 YEARS: 2021 AND BEYOND
There is no other global organization with the legitimacy, conven-
ing power and normative impact of the United Nations. No other 
global organization gives hope to so many people for a better world 
and the future we want. The urgency to come together, to fulfil the 
promise of the nations united, has rarely been greater. 

Over its 75 years, the family of UN organizations has been capable 
of enormous adaptation and innovation. To continue to address 
the ever more complex and interconnected challenges of our 
times, we will need to develop more system-wide solutions, not 
single-issue responses.

To become more nimble and effective, we will develop and scale 
new capabilities that promote agility, integration, and cohesion 
across the UN family. This will be part of a wider transformation in 
methods & practices towards a UN 2.0, which will offer more 
relevant and system-wide solutions 21st century challenges. 

Driven by the Secretary-General's "Common Agenda", we 
will accelerate the UN family's transformation over the 
next five years through a "Quintet of Change" focused on 
stronger capabilities for data, innovation, strategic 
foresight, behavioural science, and results.

UN 2.0
Quintet of Change

Version 1.0 (Sep. 2021)

The UN 2.0 Quintet of Change is a crucial part of 
the "Our Common Agenda," a plan that outlines the 
Secretary-General's vision for global cooperation in 
the next 25 years. This initiative aims to address the 

interconnected challenges of our times with a comprehensive 
approach that goes beyond single-issue solutions. 

The UN 2.0 Quintet of Change will enhance the UN's 
effectiveness, agility, and cohesiveness through the use 
of technology, data analysis, foresight, performance, and 
behavioural science.

Data, Analysis, and Communications: The UN 
organizations will become data-driven and highly 
effective communicators, using data and analysis 
to make informed decisions and share their 
findings with the world.

Innovation and Digital Transformation: The 
UN will leverage its innovation infrastructure to 
find and implement new ideas and technologies, 
using digital tools and platforms to streamline 
processes and improve collaboration.

Strategic Foresight: The UN will engage in 
anticipatory action and the creation of forward-
looking policies and programs, working in 
collaboration with other organizations globally.

Performance and Results Orientation: The UN will 
focus on delivering results and impact, requiring 
a change in mindset, culture, and processes to 
measure progress and impact.

Behavioural Science: The UN will use behavioural 
science to improve its programs and policies, 
reducing bureaucratic processes and better 
understanding human behaviour to achieve its 
goals.
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Be informed and stay up to date!

 t Read the Common Agenda Report, which 
provides a comprehensive overview of the UN 
2.0 Quintet of Change. 

 t Join the UN Innovation Network and browse 
its website for resources and updates.

 t Get involved with #NewWork to connect with 
a global group of colleagues who are driving 
change.

 t Explore digital and data courses in the UNITE 
Academy.

 t Read innovation stories featured in iSeek.

 t Check out UN-Habitat's innovation learning 
catalogue for more courses.

 � Reach out to Abdinassir Sagar for questions or 
suggestions.
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VACANCIES

Role
Programme 
Management 
Assistant, 
G5 
Duty Station
Nairobi, 
Kenya 
Deadline
5 March 
2023 
Apply here

Role
Chief Of Section, 
Programme 
Management, 
P5
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
20 March 2023
Apply here

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P3
Duty Station
Al Basrah, Iraq
Deadline
7 March 2023
Apply here

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P3 
(Temporary Job 
Opening) 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya 
Deadline
28 February 
2023 
Apply here 

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P4 
(Temporary Job 
Opening) 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya 
Deadline
26 February 
2023 
Apply here 

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer, P3 
(Temporary Job 
Opening) 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya 
Deadline
26 February 
2023 
Apply here 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR

FEB

MAR

MAR

28

MAR

2

22-24

22-24

Ninth session of the Africa 
Regional Forum on Sustainable 
Development

The Ninth session of the Africa Regional 
Forum on Sustainable Development 
(ARFSD-9) will be convened in Niamey 
from 28 February to 2 March 2023. 
The Forum is organized jointly by the 
Economic Commission for Africa 
(ECA) and the Government of Niger, in 
collaboration with the African Union 
Commission, the African Development 
Bank and other entities in the United 
Nations system.  The theme of the 
ninth session of the Regional Forum is 
“Accelerating the inclusive and green 
recovery from multiple crises and the 
integrated and full implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and Agenda 2063.” 

Commission on the Status of 
Women (CSW67)

The sixty-seventh session of 
the Commission on the Status of 
Women will take place from 6 to 
17 March 2023. Representatives 
of Member States, UN entities, 
and ECOSOC-accredited non-
governmental organizations 
(NGOs) from all regions of the world are 
invited to contribute to the session.

UN 2023 Water Conference

On 20 December 2018, the General 
Assembly adopted the resolution on 
the “Midterm comprehensive review of 
the implementation of the International 
Decade for Action, ‘Water for 
Sustainable Development’, 2018-2028” 
(A/RES/73/226).

MAR

MAR

27-30

28-29

Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development 2023

Since its inaugural session in 2014, the 
APFSD has brought governments, civil 
society, the private sector, and other 
stakeholders together to prepare for the 
HLPF and to support regional efforts 
to accelerate the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda.  The 10th APFSD 
will be organized from 27-30 March 
2023 under the theme “Accelerating the 
recovery from the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) and the full implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development at all levels in Asia and the 
Pacific” in Bangkok, at the United Nations 
Conference Center (UNCC). 

First session of the UN-Habitat 
Executive Board 2023

The first session of 2023 of the Executive 
Board of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 
will be held on 28 and 29 March 2023, at 
the UN-Habitat Headquarters in Nairobi, 
in a hybrid format. 
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LEARNING

The platform is currently in the pilot phase and is not yet available to the public. Access is provided on an invite-only basis. 

 � Reach out to Xiaoqing Wang or Johanna Bautista to learn more.

The SDG Cities Digital Tools Platform

Developed and designed by UN-Habitat in collaboration with 
Global CEO Alliance, the SDG Cities Digital Platform hosts 
various diagnostic tools. 

The diagnostic tools assess the functionality of systems 
and the capacities of city and subnational institutions in key 
areas that are critical to the achievement of sustainable urban 
development. Relevant institutions and service providers 
within participating cities will access diagnostic tools in urban 
planning, governance, own source revenue and basic urban 
services delivery, including solid waste management, water 
utilities and mobility.

Tools that are now available on the platform in a pilot version include: 

The Urban Governance Diagnostic Tool designed 
to identify gaps in local governance and to support 
cities in strengthening their capacity.  The tool is 
founded on the ECOSOC, Committee of Experts on 
Public Administration (CEPA) principles of effective 
governance for sustainable development and is 
complemented with existing literature. The tool 
comprises a survey with 108 questions across 10 
themes, as well as narrative recommendations. It will 
be complemented by further materials and e-learning 
courses. 

The Urban Planning Diagnostic Tool, a digital survey 
that diagnoses and evaluates urban and territorial 
planning systems in cities at different scales. It 
assesses the institutional, governance and technical 
capacity of cities to address the challenges of urban 
development. The tool consists of 3 themes: Urban/
Territorial Policy Framework, Local Authorities, and 
Civil Society & Planning Professionals, and covers 107 
questions across various sub-themes.

Benefits of the digital diagnostic tools include:

assisting cities in identifying strengths and 
weaknesses of their institutional capacity 
in a quicker and more efficient way.

initiating data management practices 
which enable more accurate forecasts and 
improved decision making.

increasing city productivity while 
maintaining or even lowering costs.

centralising the UN normative values 
through consistent collaboration between 
stakeholders.

Institutional Responsibilities 
and Mandates

Fiscal Sustainability

Urban and Territorial 
Planning 

Public Administration & 
Staffing Capacity

Multi -Level Collaboration

Civic Participation

Public Oversight and Dispute 
Resolution

Digital Governance

Coherent Policy-Making

Equality and Anti-
Discrimination
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Participate!
Want your story featured? Please submit your ideas 
or reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Celebrating the 5th Anniversary of our 
Urban-Rural Linkages Guiding Principles!

The 5th Edition of Urban-Rural Linkages Newsletter marks 
the fifth-year anniversary of the January 2018 draft of 
the Urban-Rural Linkages: Guiding Principles and Framework 
of Action to Advance Integrated Territorial Development 
(URL-GP) which evolved through a year and a half of multi-
agency, multi-actor contributions. Since the formal launch 
of the URL-GP in 2019 at the UN-Habitat Assembly, UN-
Habitat has issued a series of newsletters to take stock and 
disseminate ongoing work on urban-rural linkages by UN-
Habitat and other partners.

The Global Report on Urban-Rural Linkages will be 
launched at the upcoming United Nations Habitat 
Assembly. Write to Urban-Rural Linkages Team to find 
out how to contribute.

You are invited to experience the first trial edition of 
the E-Learning Course on Functional Urban-Rural 
Linkages for Sustainable Urbanization ! This course 
provides an overall understanding of the significance 
of urban-rural linkages to sustainable urbanization and 
integrated territorial development. Colleagues are invited 
to share inputs to improve the course via unhabitat-url@
un.org.

 � Discover the importance of urban-rural linkages 
and the impact of our work.

In this edition, we showcase 
Urban-Rural Linkages highlights 
at the WUF 11 and other 
international fora where UN-
Habitat and partners engaged. We 
present guest articles by experts 
in different organizations related 
to market systems, biodiversity, 
and land as key entry points for 
managing urban-rural linkages. 
This edition also summarizes 
our latest knowledge products, 

as well as inclusion of urban-rural linkages in decisions 
from conferences held by the UN Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) and the UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) this year.

URBAN-RURAL LINKAGES Newsletter 
5th Edition | January 2023

This edition of the URL newsletter marks the fifth 
year anniversary of the January 2018 draft of 
what evolved through a year and a half of multi-
agency, multi-actor contributions, resulting in 
the Urban-Rural Linkages: Guiding Principles 
and Framework of Action to Advance Integrated 
Territorial Development (URL-GP).4 This set of 
principles and actions have been utilized, adapted 
and incorporated in thematic guides, interactive 
tools, and national/subnational policy processes. 

Since the formal launch of the URL-GP in 2019 at 
the UN-Habitat Assembly, UN-Habitat has issued a 
series of newsletters to disseminate and take stock 
of ongoing work by UN-Habitat and many partners. 
Recent years have seen progress on mainstreaming 
the importance of strengthening urban-rural 
linkages in relation to localizing the SDGs. 

4 UN-Habitat (2020): Urban-Rural Linkages Guiding Principles: https://
unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/03/url-gp-1.pdf

National and subnational applications of the URL-
GP have also progressed through initiatives of UN-
Habitat and partners with governments, academic 
and civil society organizations in 2022. 

In this edition, we showcase URL highlights at 
the 11th World Urban Forum (WUF 11) and other 
international fora where UN-Habitat and partners 
engaged in projects or initiatives. We also present 
guest articles from experts in different organizations 
related to market systems, biodiversity  and land 
as major entry points for managing urban rural 
linkages. This edition also summarizes a few of the 
latest knowledge products from UN-Habitat and 
inclusion of urban-rural linkages in decisions from 
UNCCD and CBD Conferences this year.

Happy reading and please share widely!

CONTACTS: unhabitat-url@un.org

EDITORIAL TEAM NOTE

The UN-Habitat Arena at the World Urban Forum 11 Expo in Katowice, Poland June 2022 

Dear reader,

Welcome to this 5th Edition of the Urban-Rural Linkages (URL) Newsletter! 
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Editorial team 

Grace Githiri; 
Antonio Kipyegon; 
Thomas Forster; 
Florence Egal.
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