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Dear Reader,

In today’s issue of the HabPost, we review the 
takeaways from the High-level meeting on the 
implementation of the New Urban Agenda, held on 
28 April 2022 in New York. We explore the key areas 
of action, the primary resources that informed the 
discussion and other bilateral activities. 

It is said that all good things must come to an end.

The global three-year multi partner Future Cities 
Programme has come to an end while its South 
East Asia component is transitioning to the next 
stage. Find out its final knowledge products in the 
success story of this issue. We hope to see you at the 
networking event Transforming Our Cities for a Better 
Urban Future on Wednesday 29 June during WUF 11 
as we present and discuss the best practices of the 
programme.  

As usual, we look forward to hearing more from you 
on your activities and shared contributions in the 
coming weeks unhabitat-habpost@un.org

Happy Reading,

Lynne Karago 
Editor

Editor’s note
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News roundup

UN-Habitat’s support to Preparedness and 
Response strategies in Kakuma-Kalobeyei, 
Kenya: Supporting COVID-19 Pandemic 
Efforts  
(Relief Web)

Iraqi Government Officials and UN-Habitat 
Iraq inaugurate the Bab Sinjar Housing 
Complex in Mosul [EN/AR]  
(Relief Web)

UN-Habitat wraps up Marawi project, 1,000 
permanent houses awarded to families 
displaced by 2017 siege  
(Manila Bulletin)

UN-Habitat and Oceanix Reveal Prototype 
for the World’s First Sustainable Floating 
City  
(Arch Daily)

Looking for Lessons in the Rebirth of 
a Neglected Toronto Neighborhood 
(Bloomberg)

Africities proposes blueprint for African 
urban development  
(The EastAfrican)

Experts Urge Greater Adoption Of Non-
Motorized Transport In African Cities 
(Capital Business)
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The HLM offered an opportunity 
for Member States to take 
stock and identify ways to 
revitalise the implementation 

of the New Urban Agenda, to utilise 
the transformative commitments 
and drivers of the NUA to achieve the 
outcomes of Agenda 2030 and the Paris 
Agreement on Climate Action.

Key areas of action

The High-Level Meeting focused on 
five key areas of action that have been 
identified in the National Reports on 
progress in the implementation of the 
New Urban Agenda, the United Nations 
system, and diverse partner networks 
for the preparation of the Quadrennial 
Report of the Secretary-General:

COVID-19 recovery and 
social protection. Fighting 
rising inequalities with a 
focus on affordable housing 
and access to basic services.

Boosting equitable and 
sustainable urban economies 
and predictable financing 
of sustainable urban 
development through 
innovative approaches.

Decoupling urbanisation 
from environmental pollution 
and linking communities 
to data and finance 
to strengthen climate 
adaptation and resilience.

Promoting participatory 
urban planning approaches 
for effective and inclusive 
urban crisis response and 
prevention.

Localising the 2030 Agenda 
for the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals.

Key resources for discussion
Four key elements informed the 
discussions during the High-level 
meeting:

The quadrennial report 
of the Secretary-General 
on progress in the 
implementation of the New 
Urban Agenda, 中文 | English 
| Français | Pусский | Español 

Inputs based on deliberations 
of five regional forums for 
sustainable development

The summary of an ECOSOC 
special meeting.

Dedicated side events 
organised immediately prior 
to the High-Level Meeting 
on affordable housing, 
climate adaptation, business 
innovation, and local 
governments.

Member States gathered in New 
York for the High-Level Meeting 
of the General Assembly on 28 
April 2022 to review progress 
on implementing the New 
Urban Agenda six years after 
its adoption at the Habitat III 
Conference in Quito, Ecuador. 

Takeaways from the 
High-Level Meeting on 
the implementation of 
the New Urban Agenda
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In case you missed the event and would 
like to watch it, here are the links to the 
recordings:

High-level meeting - Part 1

High-level meeting - Part 2

Bilateral Activities

High-Level bike ride in New York to 
advance the New Urban Agenda

A bike ride and an ensuing side event 
were co-organised by UN-Habitat, 
the Institute for Transportation and 
Development Policy (ITDP), the 
International Climate Initiative funded 
Urban Pathways project, the United 
Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) and the UN Road 
Safety Fund.

The side event titled “Advancing the NUA 
by building on the global momentum 
to reclaim streets for pedestrians and 
cyclists”, brought together more than 
150 participants in a hybrid format. 
The discussions highlighted a unique 
window of opportunity for change in the 
way we organise our transport systems, 
building on the momentum of COVID-19 
and cities’ efforts to expand walking and 
cycling.

UN-Habitat and partners call for more 
robust action to end homelessness

A special event on Affordable Housing 
and Ending Homelessness was held 
in the framework of the High-Level 
Meeting Week on the implementation of 
the New Urban Agenda.

This meeting builds on the momentum 
generated by the resolution “Inclusive 
policies and programmes to address 
homelessness, including in the 
aftermath of the coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19)," which Algeria tabled, 
Djibouti, Madagascar and Senegal 
on behalf of the African Group and 

adopted in January 2022 at the General 
Assembly.

The meeting was attended by over 70 
in-person and online representatives, 
as well as those from a broad coalition 
of stakeholders, including 25 Member 
States, six local authorities and 15 non-
governmental organisations (NGOs). 
Through the statements at the meeting, 
five key themes emerged:

Emphasis on the importance 
of recognizing housing as a 
human right. Protection of 
the human right to housing 
should always be placed 
above property rights and 
the use of housing as a 
commodity.

Recognize the structural 
causes of homelessness 
which include 
unemployment, lack of 
education, intergenerational 
poverty, unaffordable 
housing markets, among 
others in order to address 
homelessness in this broader 
context including issues 
of substance abuse and 
domestic violence.

Facilitate ending 
homelessness by 
international collaboration, 
exchange of best practices 
and mutual learning.

Monitor homelessness 
as a tool to hold 
governments accountable 
to their commitments to end 
homelessness. Monitoring 
ensures success of 
programs and necessitates 
clear definitions of different 
kinds of homelessness.

Demonstrate that if 
governments show political 
will, homelessness can be 
addressed. The COVID-19 
pandemic increased 
homelessness by widening 

the structural causes of 
homelessness and showed 
how pandemic catalysed 
governments to take action.

We will continue to work in close 
collaboration with stakeholders 
committed to ending homelessness.  
The collaboration will help prepare 
a report to the General Assembly on 
the progress that has been achieved 
and challenges that remain in the 
implementation of inclusive social 
development policies and programmes 
to address homelessness. These 
include recommendations for possible 
indicators of social protection and 
access for all to adequate, safe and 
affordable housing in the aftermath of 
COVID-19.

For more information on this 
collaboration, please contact Christophe 
Lalande.
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Innovation is an indispensable element 
contributing to the competitiveness 
of the private sector: but how can 
knowledge from this perspective benefit 
sustainable urban development? UN-
Habitat’s first Innovation Brown Bag 
Lunch recently hosted Shirish Andhare, 
Director and Head of Product at Twitter, 
India. 

During the session, Shirish shared 
his vast experience, which spans 
across the technology industry – from 
telecommunications to media. In his 
work, Shirish believes in marrying 
empathy with technology and strategy 
while looking at innovation holistically – 
as an everyday aspect of observing the 
world. 

Throughout his professional journey, 
Shirish has witnessed several 
milestones in the technological world 
(including the dot com boom and the 
mobile revolution) – and learned the 
importance of dedicating enough 
time to understanding the problem 
from stakeholders’ perspectives. For 
instance, when building digital solutions 
for the ‘next billion’, he reflects on the 
accessibility of technology, internet 
penetration and data affordability: 
“I encourage you not to think about 
technology: think about the problems 
of end-users – what assets and 
capabilities do they have? The mobile 
phone has become such an asset they 
are likely to have one in their hands.”

From Shirish’s perspective, ideas 
can come from anywhere: they don’t 
always have to be top-down. Fostering 
a culture of innovation is especially 
important in sustainable development, 
where long-term solutions may lay 
in a change of behaviour rather than 
in improved design. This must be a 
culture that celebrates experimentation 
while accepting failure as part of the 
process. Moving away from outcome-
based approaches, strong hypotheses 
can increase our knowledge of the 
ever-present uncertainty in our modern 
world – and ultimately help mitigate 
risks at every stage of the development 
process. Overall, good judgement builds 
on previous experiences and having a 
library of past successes and failures to 
draw from will benefit future decisions.

For those that missed the event, here 
are Shirish Andhare’s guiding principles:

 � Deeply understand your 
stakeholders and your customers. 
Listen to them carefully.

 � We tend to jump to conclusions very 
quickly. Instead, we need to spend 
time thinking through challenges 
and exploring solutions. The more 
you dwell on a problem, the easier it 
often becomes to solve it.

 � Be prepared to approach an issue 
from various angles. Ask yourself 
(and your team): is this the most 
important problem to solve? Is this 
worth solving? What else might we 
be looking at? 

 � Paint the picture of the future. 
What does the process look like if 
you tackle a problem? What are the 
benefits?

 � Observe the culture in place and ask 
how it can be more creative.

Are you interested in more perspectives 
on innovation or have a suggestion of 
a key speaker who can reflect on their 
innovation journey? Then, contact the 
Innovation Unit and join UN-Habitat’s 
next online Brown Bag Lunch event!

INNOVATION CORNER

Innovation as a mindset:  
Lessons from the private sector

“I encourage you not to 
think about technology: 
think about the problems 
of end-users – what assets 
and capabilities do they 
have? The mobile phone has 
become such an asset they 
are likely to have one in their 
hands.”

Shirish Andhare 
Twitter’s Director &  
Head of Product 
in India
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The pioneering programme aimed to go beyond 
the “business-as-usual" approach to sustainable 
development through development of transformative 
projects, sharing of best practices and through 

capacity building. UN-Habitat's SDG Project Assessment Tool 
was incorporated into project design to guide project partners 
to localise the SDGs and thus enhance the quality of projects. 
Such approach makes projects more resilient to climate 
change and other impacts, lowering the risk for investors, 
while providing opportunities for alternative funding and 
revenue streams.

The team is honoured and proud to share with you a set 
of knowledge products, which culminated as a result of 
your active participation in implementing the projects, 
and to capture lessons learned as well as provide further 
recommendations.

These include two normative reports to inform best practices 
for transformative urban development that accelerates action 
on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

 The first normative report, Partnering for Transformative 
SDG-Oriented Urban Development: Guidance for Multi-
Partner Initiatives from the Global Future Cities Programme, 
provides guidance to international donors, city authorities, 
UN agencies, and delivery partners about how to design and 
run multi-partner urban development initiatives that drive 
transformative impact and accelerate implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in rapidly urbanising 
cities. 

The global three-year multi partner Future Cities Programme has come to an end, while its 
South East Asia component is transitioning to the next stage. It's been a creative time, where 
delivery also has adjusted to a virtual reality due to the Covid-19 pandemic. It's been great to 
see how all partners have been agile and flexible in responding to these circumstances, while 
also adjusting to a 'new normal'. Your availability, participation and contribution has been highly 
valued.

SUCCESS STORY

Global Future Cities Programme's  
final knowledge products

The pioneering programme aimed to 
go beyond the “business-as-usual" 
approach to sustainable development 
through development of transformative 
projects, sharing of best practices and 
through capacity building. 
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The second normative report, Integrating the SDGs in Urban 
Project Design: Recommendations from the Global Future 
Cities Programme, provides concrete recommendations 
to guide the design of urban projects that seek to enhance 
implementation of the SDGs at the local level.

The normative reports build on a previous set of normative 
reports about the GFCP:

Laying the Foundations for Transformative 
Urban Interventions in Emerging Economies: 
The Value of the Strategic Development Phase 
in the Global Future Cities Programme (2019).

Addressing Systemic Barriers for Achieving 
Sustainable Urbanization in Emerging 
Economies: Learnings from the 19 Cities of the 
Global Future Cities Programme (2019). 

Additionally, UN-Habitat produced a three-part podcast 
series, which explores the experiences and perspectives of 
different GFCP partners with a focus on how urban projects 
can benefit from aligning with the SDGs. In the first episode, 
representatives from the programme’s strategic partners – 
senior managers from UN-Habitat, Shipra Narang Suri and 
Naomi Hoogervorst, and Peter Oborn, a Chartered Architect 
and UK's Built Environment Advisory Group (UKBEAG) co-
founder – reflect on the approach, challenges, and learnings 
they observed and experienced while implementing the GFCP.

The second episode of the Global Future Cities podcast 
dives into the programme from the perspective of its 
delivery partners. Monique Cranna, a Technical Director 

of Urban Planning at Zutari and Sertaç Erten, a Planning 
Services Lead at ARUP Turkey comment on new strategies 
they implemented with respect to public participation and 
stakeholder engagement, the benefits of public procurement, 
widespread and diverse data collection, sustainability 
checklists and proactive local governance.

The final installment of the Global Future Cities podcast 
addresses the role of city authorities and donors in 
sustainable urban development. Carol Koh, the Prosperity 
Future Cities Adviser with the UK Foreign Commonwealth 
and Development Office (UK FCDO) in Malaysia, and Kamisah 
Mohd Ghazali, the Senior Vice President with the Iskandar 
Regional Development Authority (IRDA), Malaysia, discus the 
need for collaborative relationships between donors, delivery 
partners and government agencies, stress the effectiveness 
of participatory workshops, and lay out the effectiveness of 
the SDG Project Assessment Tool, which has been used to 
engage the public, increase financial feasibility and improve 
sustainability compliance throughout the programme’s 
implementation.

Thank you once again for your collaboration and making the 
Global Future Cities Programme a success 

For more information, please contact Ruta Avulyte.
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VACANCIES

Role 
Administrative 
Officer, P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
08 June 2022
Apply here 

Role 
Associate 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, NOB
Duty Station
Mombasa, Kenya
Deadline
18 June 2022
Apply here
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR

High-Level Political Forum under 
the auspices of ECOSOC

The meeting of the HLPF in 2022 will be 
held from Tuesday, 5 July, to Thursday, 
7 July, and from Monday, 11 July, to 
Friday, 15 July 2022, under the auspices 
of the Economic and Social Council. 
This includes the three-day ministerial 
segment of the forum from Wednesday, 
13 July, to Friday, 15 July 2022, as a 
part of the high-level segment of the 
Council. The theme for the HLPF 2022 
will be “Building back better from the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while 
advancing the full implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”.

JUL

5-12

IWA World Water Congress and 
Exhibition - Water for smart, 
liveable cities

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 
#WorldWaterCongress & Exhibition will 
report on the water sector’s progress 
on the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). The emphasis will be on 
SDG6, which is dedicated to water and 
sanitation. The event will also highlight 
and explore the interwoven relation of 
water with all 17 of the global SDGs.

SEP

22

New European Bauhaus Festival

The New European Bauhaus initiative is 
now moving from the co-design phase, 
which  collected more  than 2,000 pieces of 
insight from all over Europe during the first 
six months of 2021, to the delivery phase. 
The communication from the European 
Commission on the New European Bauhaus 
shared in mid September creates the 
framework for actions to follow.

JUN

9
High-Level Mayors’ Dialogue on 
Smart Cities at WSIS Forum 2022

The High-Level Mayors’ Dialogue is part of 
the program dedicated to mayors during the 
high-level week of the World Summit on the 
Information Society Forum 2022. The hybrid 
event on “Smart Cities, Drivers of Innovative 
Sustainable Development,” is open to all 
stakeholders. 

The use of ICT and connectivity has great 
potential to accelerate urban development 
policies, bridge the digital divide and 
develop knowledge societies. Scientific and 
technological innovation is a key enabler 
across areas as diverse as medicine, green 
energy, digital public services, etc.

MAY

30

11th Session of the World Urban 
Forum

The theme of WUF11, Transforming 
Our Cities for a Better Urban Future, 
will highlight a state of informed 
preparedness that provides us with the 
opportunity to anticipate change, correct 
the course of action if necessary, and 
become more knowledgeable on the 
different possibilities that the future of 
cities offers. It also illuminates the ways 
that policy, strategies and actions can 
promote desirable futures.

JUN

26–30

Key
dates

26 – 30 June 2022

11th Session of the World Urban Forum
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Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.
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The UN-Habitat Annual Report for 2021  
is now available

In 2021, conflict, pandemic and climate emergencies 
continued to shape the challenges faced by human 
settlements. UN-Habitat was able to strengthen its efforts 
to help Member States to respond to new vulnerabilities and 
risks. 

Our normative guidance combined with demonstrated 
projects created conducive conditions for sustainable and 
inclusive recovery and resilience at the local level.

Working with a network of over 1,400 cities representing more 
than one billion citizens, UN-Habitat convinced city managers 
and community leaders to embrace the notion of public 
health by rethinking public space and improving access to 
basic services. Over five million slum dwellers gained access 
to basic services directly through UN-Habitat’s global strategic 
policy interventions.

 

Have a read here.

Watch the Annual Report 2021 video
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