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Dear Reader,

With a few days to go, we are excited for the 
upcoming first session of the Executive Board for 
the year 2022, and so should you! 

The 3-day session will entail discussions around 
financial, budgetary and administrative matters, 
the annual work programme, our normative and 
operational modalities, and other cross-cutting 
issues that you do not want to miss. 

On money matters, the UN-Habitat Budget Steering 
Committee (BSC) recommends to the Executive 
Director how all incomes and expenditures are 
recorded and structured in a Transparent and 
effective manner. Find out the objectives of the BSC 
and how it helps you and me in the Featured Story 
segment of this issue.

Happy Reading,

Lynne Karago 
Editor

Editor’s note
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News roundup

UN-Habitat Practical Skills Training 
Prioritises Displacement Communities, 
Including Women 
(African Business)

Shigeru Ban Architects and Philippe Monteil 
Design Refugee Shelters in Kenya with the 
Support of UN-Habitat 
(Arch Daily)

Alshaya Group and UN-Habitat tie up for 
sustainability 
(Trade Arabia)

Youth at Nairobi’s biggest informal 
settlement engage in UN-Habitat’s The City 
We Need Now! campaign 
(African Business)

UN-Habitat says small cities to help Africa 
achieve SDGs 
(News Ghana)

UN-Habitat helps build knowledge of climate 
change laws in Africa  
(African Business)

UN Habitat, Crédit Foncier back housing 
project in Douala V 
(Business in Cameroon)

Somalia: UN Launches Project to Support 
IDPs in Somalia  
(All Africa)
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https://allafrica.com/stories/202203220501.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202203220501.html


As its name suggests, the Budget 
Steering Committee recommends to 
the Executive Director how all incomes 
and expenditures are recorded and 
structured in a transparent and effective 
manner.

In November last year, amidst the rush to usher in the 
year-end holidays, a dedicated coterie of unsung heroes 
steadied themselves for work. Not very often do they 
get any acknowledgement, but those of us who rely 
on them to help us get across the finishing line for our 
budgets and financial obligations know who they are. 
2021 was no different from all other years, but we must 
ensure that 2022 is better for them and us.

The Budget Steering Committee was established, as 
instructed by the Executive Director, to help UN-Habitat 
develop a more systematic way to produce our budget 
requirements. These requirements are submitted to 
the office of the Controller in New York and the Ad-hoc 
Working Group on Work Programme & Budget, which 
advises our Executive Board on all budgetary matters. 

Money Matters:  
Introducing the Budget 
Steering Committee

FEATURE STORY

Income sources of UN-Habitat

As a Programme of the United Nations, UN-
Habitat derives its income from four main 
sources. First, it receives regular budget or 
assessed contributions from New York, where 
the fifth committee decides on allocations on an 
annual basis. We submit our request for regular 
budget funding in the first quarter of every year 
where inputs need to reach the budget office by 
January at the latest. 

UN-Habitat also has the foundation non-
earmarked trust fund and receives contributions 
from Member States voluntarily. This allows 
UN-Habitat to fund its normative and operational 
works on a multilateral basis as the funds are 
non-earmarked.

By far, the largest chunk of the UN-Habitat 
budget has to do with earmarked funding in the 
form of technical cooperation and project grants. 
Member States, development banks, charitable 
organisations provide 92% of the UN-Habitat 
budget by earmarking their contributions to 
support project implementation in selected 
regions or across thematic interests of their 
choice. 

Finally, UN-Habitat also depends on Programme 
Support Costs, which is related to earmarked 
funding, to support corporate services in 
executive direction, evaluation, legal, project 
management, communications, monitoring and 
other related services. 



Objectives of the Budget Steering Committee

Review the corporate 
budget allocation 
proposals (staff and non-
staff) to ensure that they 
are aligned to support the 
implementation of the 
Programme of Work.

1

Review the liquidity 
status of corporate 
funding sources as 
compared to the initial 
projected income and 
undertake the necessary 
corrective measures.

4

Review, deliberate, and 
recommend the proposed 
staffing complement 
and non-staff resources 
submitted by all Divisions 
and Regional Offices.

5

Propose corrective 
measures with respect to 
the progress of achieving 
results, including from 
the Programme of Work, 
divisional/office workplan 
and other programme 
plans.

7

Review, deliberate, and 
make recommendations 
for ‘Soft-earmarked’ 
contributions, including 
from SIDA, SDI & the 
Sustainable Human 
Settlements Foundation.

8

Ensure that the 
targeted cash level of 
the Foundation Non-
Earmarked (Habitat) Fund 
is on track. This includes 
a sensitivity analysis 
reviewing scenarios that 
combine cash-in-hand and 
projected income vis-à-vis 
the authorised budget 
levels. 

9

Review the budget 
implementation and 
performance against the 
authorised allocations 
through periodic 
meetings.

2

In consultation with the 
Programme Management 
Committee, the Budget 
Steering Committee will 
help monitor, analyse 
and suggest corrective 
measures on the extent 
to which the organisation 
is delivering results 
against performance 
frameworks and targets, 
e.g. Programme of 
work, divisional work 
plans, project and other 
programme plans.

3

Review, deliberate, and 
recommend the proposed 
staffing complement 
and non-staff resources 
submitted by all Divisions 
and Regional Offices.

6
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In short, if all goes as planned, the Budget 
Steering Committee, which met for the first time 
in February 2022, will help improve how UN-
Habitat’s budgeting, financial monitoring and 
course-correcting can take place in an efficient 
and effective manner.

  

For more information on the Budget Steering 
Committee, contact Neil Khor

2022 timeline of meetings for the Budget Steering Committee 

Members of the 
Budget Steering 
Committee 2022

 � Rafael Tuts (Rep. GSD)
 � Stephen Slawsky (Rep. 

MACS & Secretary)
 � Neil Khor (Rep. OED)
 � Katerina Bergachina (Rep. 

ERSKID)
 � Rong Yang (Rep. RPD)

The Budget 
Steering 
Committee helps 
you and me by:

 � Supporting division 
directors understand the 
allocations of post and 
non-post costs that they 
have received from Regular 
Budget, Foundation 
non-earmarked and other 
possible funding sources. 

 � Reviewing the budget 
submission from the 
different divisions to 
ensure that budgets 
formulated for the next 
year are aligned with the 
programme of work and 
targets envisioned for the 
preceding year.

 � Ensuring we avoid the 
mad-rush to the finishing 
line at the end of the year 
where we are required 
to allocate, commit and 
disburse all funds allocated 
to us within six weeks, as 
happened in 2021. 

Review the Corporate Budget Allocation for the 
proceeding year in time for the submission to 
Ad-hoc Working Group for Work Programme & 
Budget and; review Programme Performance 
Reports for the previous year.

Progress Report on Current Year Budget 
Performance that precedes the reports to 
the UN-Habitat Executive Director

Progress Report on Current Year Budget & 
Review the Budget Projections for Budget 
2024 that precede the reports to the UN-
Habitat Executive Board

Progress Report on Current 
Year Budget Performance that 
precedes the report to the 
Executive Director

Receive and Review the initial budget 
allotments and resource allocations for 
the following year based on the revenue 
projections

Jan/Feb

July

December

April

October
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mailto:neil.khor%40un.org?subject=
https://habnet.unhabitat.org/office/global-solutions-division
https://habnet.unhabitat.org/office/management-advisory-and-compliance-division
https://habnet.unhabitat.org/office/office-executive-director
https://habnet.unhabitat.org/office/external-relations-strategy-knowledge-and-innovation-division


STAFF NEWS

New  
colleagues

Sarah Mujahid
Intern
Strategic, Planning, Monitoring and Reporting  
sarah.mujahidhasan@un.org

Faith Wanjugu
Meetings Services Assistant
Secretariat of the Governing Bodies
faith.wanjugu@un.org

Edwin Kipkirui
Intern
Programme Development 
edwin.kipkirui@un.org

Doris Ogisa
Intern
Programme Development
doris.ogisa@un.org

Batoul Ibrahim
Intern
Programme Development
batoul.ibrahim@un.org
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VACANCIES

Role 
Chief of Section, 
Programme 
Management, P5
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
01 April 2022
Apply here 

Role 
Digital Product 
Design and 
Development 
Expert
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
04 April 2022
Apply here 

Role 
Urban Planning 
Expert
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
24 March 2022
Apply here 

Role
Information 
Management 
Officer, NOC
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
26 March 2022
Apply here 

Role  
Urban Planner – 
National Urban 
Development 
Expert 
Duty Station
Cairo, Egypt 
Deadline
26 March 2022
Apply here 

Role 
Sustainable 
Development 
Expert
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
04 April 2022
Apply here 

Role 
Statistician, P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
12 April 2022
Apply here

Role 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, P3
Duty Station
Erbil, Iraq
Deadline
14 April 2022
Apply here 
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https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=166468
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=175914
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=174920
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=169637
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=176405
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=175910
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=174052
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=174352


UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR

Forum of Mayors 2022

The Forum of Mayors is a platform for 
ongoing exchange and mutual learning 
where Mayors will present their efforts to 
tackle challenges in their cities. Cities will 
learn from each other’s best practices in 
the areas of housing and climate-neutral 
buildings, green cities and nature-based 
solutions, sustainable urban transport and 
safer roads, and smart urban development 
solutions.

APR

4-5

9th Africities Summit 

Theme: The Role of Intermediary Cities of 
Africa in the Implementation of Agenda 2030 
of the United Nations and the African Union 
Agenda 2063 

Read more: Press release - New dates for the 
Africities summit in Kisumu, Kenya 

MAY

17-21

IWA World Water Congress and 
Exhibition - Water for smart, 
liveable cities

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 
#WorldWaterCongress & Exhibition will 
report on the water sector’s progress 
on the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). The emphasis will be on 
SDG6, which is dedicated to water and 
sanitation. The event will also highlight 
and explore the interwoven relation of 
water with all 17 of the global SDGs.

SEP

22

High Level Meeting on the 
implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda 

Member States will gather in New 
York for the High-Level Meeting of the 
General Assembly to review progress on 
the implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda, six-years after its adoption 
at the Habitat III Conference in Quito, 
Ecuador.

APR

28

New European Bauhaus Festival

The New European Bauhaus initiative is 
now moving from the co-design phase, 
which  collected more  than 2,000 pieces of 
insight from all over Europe during the first 
six months of 2021, to the delivery phase. 
The communication from the European 
Commission on the New European Bauhaus 
shared in mid September creates the 
framework for actions to follow.

JUN

9

11th Session of the World Urban 
Forum

The theme of WUF11, Transforming 
Our Cities for a Better Urban Future, 
will highlight a state of informed 
preparedness that provides us with the 
opportunity to anticipate change, correct 
the course of action if necessary, and 
become more knowledgeable on the 
different possibilities that the future of 
cities offers. It also illuminates the ways 
that policy, strategies and actions can 
promote desirable futures.

JUN

26–30

Key
dates

29-30 March 

The first session of the Executive Board 2022
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https://unhabitat.org/next-year%E2%80%99s-world-urban-forum-in-katowice-poland-to-focus-on-the-future-of-cities
https://unhabitat.org/first-session-of-2022-of-the-executive-board


LEARNING

From Data to Tangible Impact - Achieving Waste SDGs by 
2030 aims at introducing users to the first steps to develop, 
in a participatory and inclusive manner, municipal solid waste 
management (MSW) action plans based on data. The course 
has six modules that will help users in planning sustainable 
interventions to achieve waste-related Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030 and move towards a 
circular economy:

 � Module 1 provides an introduction on planning for MSW 
management

 � Module 2 and 3 deal with the Waste Wise Cities Tool 
(WaCT) seven steps monitoring and assessment tool to 
guide cities on how to collect data on MSW generated, 
collected, and managed in controlled facilities.

 � Module 4 deals with the Waste Flow Diagram (WFD), a 
tool that estimates the amounts of solid waste that leak 
into nature and oceans. WFD allows estimating plastic 
leakages into water bodies too

 � Module 5 guides the users on how to analyse and validate 
the collected data through WaCT and WFD

 � Module 6 informs on how to use the collected data to 
develop MSW action plans that are feasible and include all 
the actors of the waste chain, formal and informal.

The course is intended for all solid waste professionals, city 
officials involved in municipal solid waste management, and 
anyone interested in guidance on how to achieve waste-
related SDGs.

 � Start: Self-paced course
 � Duration: 6 modules, between 1-2 hours per module
 � Fees: None
 � Certificate: Yes, after completing and passing the final test
 � Available languages: English, soon in French, Spanish, 

Bahasa Indonesia, Portuguese and Chinese. 

 
 
For more information on the online course, contact Francesca 
Calisesi.

From Data to Tangible Impact: Achieving Waste SDGs by 2030
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https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=18
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=18
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=18
mailto:mailto:francesca.calisesi%40un.org?subject=
mailto:mailto:francesca.calisesi%40un.org?subject=


Participate!
Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Advisor: Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director 
Leads: Neil Khor, Amy Wood 
Coordinator & Editor: Lynne Karago 
Design & Layout: Denis Kimathi
Contributors:  Francesca Calisesi, Pontus Westerberg, Natalia Rodriguez

Editorial Team

Finalists of the Climate Change Smart Cities 
Announced

The Climate Smart Cities Challenge 
is an open innovation competition 
to identify climate smart solutions 
to reduce the climate impact of 
Bogotá, Colombia; Bristol, United 
Kingdom; Curitiba, Brazil; and 
Makindye Ssabagabo, Uganda, 
while creating a better future for all.

 Launched in November 2021, 
nearly 200 climate smart solutions 
were received from innovators 
across 29 countries. 100 
applications were shortlisted by 
expert assessors, and from this 
shortlist, 45 were selected by the 
city panels to be finalists. Currently, 
finalists are in the co-creation phase 
of the competition and participating 
in hands-on workshops and drop-
in sessions with each city to form 
teams with key partners.

 Up to four winning teams will be 
announced at the World Urban 
Forum in Katowice, Poland to move 
into the last stage of the challenge 
where the innovative solutions 

will be implemented in ‘systems 
demonstrators’ in 2023. The winning 
teams will share up to 400,000 Euro 
and leverage further investment 
with the financial support from 
cities and the competition partners. 
This is an opportunity to be part of 
a global initiative to bring climate 
smart solutions to cities and help 
them in their quests to achieve 
climate neutrality. 

  
 
For more information on the Climate 
Smart Cities Challenge, contact 
Pontus Westerberg. 
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