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Dear Reader,

In this issue, we showcase the winners of this 
year’s UN-Habitat Scroll of Honour Award, one 
of the most prestigious prizes presented to 
those working on sustainable urbanization.

We continue our series of office profiles with the 
Office for European Institutions at Brussels and 
uncover the latest courses on UN-Habitat Learn, 
our online platform for digital learning.

Lastly, we encourage you to submit your 
nominations for the 2022 UN Secretary-General 
Awards. Find out how in the ‘Did you know’ 
section.

As always, we look forward to hearing more 
from you on upcoming events, success stories 
and new resources at unhabitat-habpost@
un.org. 

Happy Reading,

Sumitra Jayaraj 
Editor

Editor’s note
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News roundup

UN Habitat commends Abia’s efforts to 
realise master plan for the state  
(Business Day)

Better infrastructure and policies can protect 
a billion African pedestrians and cyclists 
(UNEP)

Global economy a ‘two-lane highway’, says 
Kenyan President during UN speech  
(UN News)

PM proposes opening of UN-Habitat 
regional office in Malaysia  
(Malay Mail)

What led to global housing crisis and how 
to fix it  
(The Standard)

Türkiye's success with zero waste initiative 
has attracted international attention: First 
lady  
(Anadolu Agency)

C40, NREP to collaborate on 15-minute city 
pilots  
(C40)

Statement on the virtual Cabinet Meeting of 
21 September 2022  
(South African Government)

Opinion: As cities lead on climate, national 
governments must pitch in 
(Devex)

Amphibious houses and floating cities could 
protect coastal communities from sea-level 
rise 
(CNBC)

Climate-Friendly '15-Minute Cities' Get a 
Powerful Global Push 
(Bloomberg)
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The UN-Habitat Scroll of Honour 
Award is a plaque engraved with 
the name of the winning individual, 
city or institution that is recognized 
for their contribution to sustainable 
urbanization. This year, the award 
will be presented during the global 
observance of World Habitat Day on 
3 October 2022 in Balikesir, Republic 
of Türkiye.

2022 UN-Habitat 
Scroll of Honour Winners

FEATURE STORY

It is one of the most prestigious awards aimed at 
acknowledging initiatives which have made outstanding 
contributions in the field of urban planning, provision of 
housing, offering innovative urban solutions, and improving 

the quality of urban life. 

Key Facts: UN-Habitat Scroll of Honour 

Launched in 1989.

To date, more than 190 initiatives, 
organizations, individuals, and projects 
have received this award.

More than 244 nominations received in 
2022, across Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin 
America. 

69 submissions shortlisted by the selection 
committee.

The nominations were judged based on their contribution to 
UN-Habitat’s mandate focused on promoting socially and 
environmentally sustainable cities and human settlements; 
contribution to the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, particularly Sustainable Development 
Goals 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient, and sustainable; and potential for scale-up.

In addition, the selection committee looked for innovative 
responses and solutions around the 2022 World Habitat Day 

theme “Mind the Gap. Leave No One and No Place Behind”, 
focused on growing inequalities that have been exacerbated 
by the triple ‘C’ crisis – COVID-19, climate, and conflict. In 
2021, there were almost 163 million newly poor people in 
urban areas, according to the UN-Habitat World Cities Report 
2022.

We have five impressive 
award winners this year and 

one special recognition. I want 
to congratulate the winners and 
thank them for their contribution 
and efforts to address sustainable 
urbanization. I am impressed 
with these innovative ideas and 
outstanding work. We need 
more solutions, and we 
need them now to make 
sure we close the gap 
and leave no one and no 
place behind.”

Maimunah Mohd Sharif
UN-Habitat Executive 
Director 
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https://urbanoctober.unhabitat.org/whd
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15'min City Global Initiative, Paris, 
France

The 15-minute city concept, an urban model 
conceived by Carlos Moreno, scientific director and 
professor, and guided by scientists from Chaire ETI 
at the Sorbonne Business School, has been adopted 
by several cities around the world as a blueprint for 
post-COVID-19 recovery. It is an integrated approach 
bringing together mobility, housing, economic 
development, education, and culture. This concept 
has sparked a global movement to tackle the 
pandemic, car dominance, climate change, and urban 
inequality by reintroducing the qualities of proximity 
within urban planning. The15-minute city has become 
a global movement influencing a range of local 
adaptations of the approach to advance the new 
urban Agenda. 

Photo Credit: Mathieu Delmestre

“The UN-Habitat Scroll of Honour 2022 
Award for the 15’min City Project is a new 
international recognition for this pioneering 
initiative to create happy neighbours and find 
new solutions in the face of climate change 
and economic and social challenges for 
cities.” 

Professor Carlos Moreno

2

Mr. Stanley Anigbogu, Onitsha, 
Nigeria

Mr. Stanley Anigbogu is a young techpreneur from 
Nigeria and co-founder of LightED, a start-up that 
recycles electrical and electronic waste to create 
innovative energy solutions for both urban and 
rural marginalized communities and families, 
small business owners and refugees. He has been 
recognized for utilizing technology to provide simple 
solutions and help in the mitigation of climate change 
whilst providing equal access to clean and affordable 
energy with renewable, solar-powered lighting and 
charging solutions. In addition, he provides training 
in coding, robotics, and technology for children and 
youth, especially girls, living in rural and suburban 
areas, engaging them as ambassadors to educate 
others about the importance of investing in renewable 
energy. 

“I want to scale up my project and provide 
access to clean and affordable energy, thus 
solving the electricity poverty in Africa.” 

Stanley Anigbogu

The winners this year are:
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Ms. Dipti Mahapatro, Bhubaneswar, 
India

Ms. Dipti Mahapatro, as the General Manager of 
the Capital Region Urban Transport in the city of 
Bhubaneswar, India, has been an exemplary leader 
in transforming the city’s public-private transport 
service into a more accessible, cleaner, and greener 
system with benefits for women and the urban poor 
neighbourhoods. 

All the work of Ms. Mahapatro has inclusion, safety, 
and innovation at its heart. Her vision on public 
bus transport service opened new transformative 
social and economic developments for women in 
Bhubaneswar, to which the use of people-centred 
data and technological advancement contributed. 
Collaborating with a not-for-profit transport 
organization, her leadership turned an ailing public-
private partnership transport company into an 
example of reliable and inclusive public service which 
is replicable in Asia and world-wide.

4

Programa Parceria, Recife, Brazil. 

Parceria is an initiative established in 2014 by Recife’s 
City Hall to address the challenge of protecting people 
living in areas at risk of increasing environmental 
disasters in the capital city of Pernambuco, Brazil. It 
is a partnership between the municipal government 
and the residents, carrying out small and medium-
complex construction interventions in risky areas. 
City Hall provides materials and technical guidance, 
while residents are responsible for storing materials 
and carrying out planned interventions following the 
guidelines.

In the last five years, the annual scale of construction 
works carried out, effectively eliminating potential 
disasters, shows an average growth rate of 87.9%, 
with more than 17,000 people directly benefited from 
this initiative to date.

“This prize shows that we are on the right 
path, strengthening public policies that create 
a more resilient city and that bring safety to 
Recife’s citizens.”

Programa Parceria, Recife, Brazil 
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United Cities and Local 
Governments, UCLG

UCLG has demonstrated longstanding engagement 
and assured a global effort in promoting network and 
alliances and generating technical guidance to local 
governments worldwide, highlighting the importance 
of localizing SDGs for tangibility of global agendas 
and establishing appropriate monitoring systems. 
The first volume of the guidelines for Voluntary Local 
Reviews of the SDGs was published in 2020. 

In June 2021, the second volume was published and 
presented at the VLR-VSR Days, at the 2021 High-
level Political Forum. It focuses on how to establish 
a connection between local and national reporting 
processes, namely between VLRs and VNRs. Its 
report “Towards the localization of the SDGs” 
represents local voices worldwide and underlines 
the contribution of local and regional governments 
to the realization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and other global agendas.

Special Citation5

URBAN Intergroup of the European 
Parliament

The URBAN Intergroup at the European Parliament 
was set up to ensure that urban issues are reflected 
in the decisions of the European Parliament, with 
the focus on reducing inequalities in cities and 
human settlements. It is a cross-parties and cross-
committees group that brings together over 90 
members of parliament representing most EU 
Member States, representing all political groups 
and working in all parliamentary committees. The 
Intergroup works with 139 partners from local, 
regional, and national levels.

The Intergroup has succeeded in influencing policy 
and money allocation for Europe's towns and cities 
with an increase in the level of co-financing for urban 
projects and strengthened support for cities and 
integrated urban policies to EUR 200.36 billion for the 
2021-2027 period.

31 DAYS OF PROMOTING 
A BETTER URBAN FUTURE
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Today, nearly a year since the project was 
completed, the interventions are still serving their 
purpose of enhancing the basic services and living 
conditions of nearly 100,000 beneficiaries including 

host and refugee communities. The activities implemented 
were derived through an area- and evidence-based approach 
ensuring they addressed the communities’ needs. 

Our interventions include the creation of a one-of-a-kind 
public space, being the first inclusive park in Mina, Tripoli in 
North Lebanon and the upgrading of 19 heritage buildings, 
which has directly contributed to enhancing the economic 
and touristic opportunities for the area. 

Furthering our focus on environmental sustainability, the 
project installed 6 reverse vending machines that receive 
aluminum, glass, and plastics for the exchange of incentives.

Our multisectoral and participatory approach, through the 
work that was implemented over three years continues to 
serve the community, providing safe and inclusive spaces; 
recycling solutions; well-lit streets; and, preserved heritage.

 � Read more ...

In 2021, our office in Lebanon completed nine activities 
in Tripoli’s Mina and Beddawi municipalities, focused on 
enhancing safety, recreational spaces, heritage preservation, 
environmental sustainability and more through funding from 
the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation of USD 
1.5 million.

SUCCESS STORY

Transformative change and 
positive impact through basic 
services

Nigeria

Mediterranean
Sea

SYRIA

ISRAEL

LEBANON

Tripoli

Beirut
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STAFF NEWS

New colleagues

Cesar Alejandro Lerma 
Cervantes
Intern
Urban Law and Governance
Policy, Legislation and 
Governance Section, Urban 
Practices Branch 
cesar.lermacervantes@un.org

Yasmine Baamal
Intern
Programme Support (West 
Africa)
Regional Office for Africa
yasmine.baamal@un.org

Michelle Estefanía  
Valladares Vaca
Intern 
Programme Management 
Support (Madrid) 
UN-Habitat Office Spain
michelle.valladaresvaca@
un.org

Katherin Corredor
Intern
Programme Support 
UN-Habitat Office Spain
katherin.corredorpaez@un.org

Martina Bergues
Intern 
Innovation Unit 
People-Centered Smart Cities 
Program
martina.bergues@un.org

Valentina Ricca
Consultant
Urban Law and Governance 
Policy Legislation and 
Governance Section
valentina.ricca@un.org
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Office for European Institutions at Brussels

Our Brussels Office was established in 2001 to facilitate 
coordination of activities among European Institutions, 
Member States and UN-Habitat. 

The Office focuses on conducting policy dialogue and 
building partnerships with the European Institutions for the 
achievement of the New Urban Agenda at the global level. The 
Office assists UN-Habitat headquarters and regional offices in 
identifying the priorities of European partners, developing new 
initiatives, and backstopping EU-funded programmes. 

With EU funding, UN-Habitat has contributed to the 
implementation of the vision outlined in the European 
Consensus on Development and the New Urban Agenda. 
During the last financial framework of the European Union 
from 2014 to 2020, European Institutions contributed a 
total of USD 230 million supporting work of UN-Habitat on 
sustainable urban development across the globe.

From 2016-2022, the Office managed several initiatives 
supporting the institutional dialogue between the European 
Union and UN-Habitat. These joint efforts underpin: 

 � increasing investment in cities in developing countries, 

 � enhancing the governance of urban design, 

 � city-to-city cooperation between the EU and other 
developed and emerging economies,

 � improving the methodology of indicators to measure the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

The Office is led by Paulius Kulikauskas, Chief, Office for 
European Institutions at Brussels, supported by Programme 
Management Officers, Frédéric Saliez, and Annika Lenz.

 � Learn more...

OFFICE PROFILE

(Left to Right: Frédéric Saliez, Paulius Kulikauskas, Annika Lenz)
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mailto:paulius.kulikauskas%40un.org?subject=
mailto:frederic.saliez%40un.org?subject=
mailto:annika.lenz%40un.org?subject=
https://unhabitat.org/brussels


VACANCIES

Role 
Statistician, P4
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
15 October 2022
Apply here 

Role 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P3
Duty Station
Bonn, Germany
Deadline
30 September 
2022
Apply here 

Role 
Associate 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P2 
(Temporary Job 
Opening)
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
4 October 2022
Apply here
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR

European Week of Regions and Cities

The European Week of Regions and Cities 
(#EURegionsWeek) is the biggest annual 
Brussels-based event dedicated to cohesion 
policy. It has grown to become a unique 
communication and networking platform, 
bringing together regions and cities from 
all over Europe, including politicians, 
administrators, experts and academics. In 
2021, the second digital edition, reached a 
record number of almost 18.000 registered 
participants and 300 sessions over a week, 
involving more than 590 partners.

OCT

10-13

The UN Climate Change Conference 
COP27

The incoming Presidency of COP27, 
together with the High-Level Champions and 
Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate 
Action, have published the calendar of the 
thematic programme of the UN Climate 
Change Conference COP27 in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt, in November. 

NOV

07-17

UCLG World Congress 

It will be one of the most significant events 
between local governments and international 
organisations not to be missed. The next 
World Congress of United Cities and Local 
Governments (UCLG) will take place in the 
Korean city of Daejeon in October 2022.

UCLG World Congress is held every three 
years and is the most significant event 
bringing together 1,000 city leaders from 
about 140 countries. 

OCT

10-14

Launch of the Global Action Plan 
Framework on Informal Settlements 
and Slums

Our Participatory Slum Upgrading 
Programme (PSUP) and the Republic of 
South Africa invites you to the launch of the 
Global Action Plan. The Plan is anchored in 
the Slums and Informal Settlements Network 
launched during the Habitat III Conference 
and the PSUP, initiated by the Organization 
for African, Caribbean and Pacific States 
and financed by the European Commission. 
The international meeting aims at starting 
a political engagement process towards 
a Joint Global Action Plan Framework for 
transforming informal settlements and 
slums globally. The event leverages on 
the momentum of Urban October and the 
preparation process for the UN-Habitat 
Assembly in June 2023.

OCT

16-17

Urban October

Urban October will begin with World Habitat 
Day on 03 October 2022 and end with World 
Cities Day on 31 October 2022. Activities 
to mark Urban October will take place 
around the world on these specific days and 
throughout the month. 

OCT

03-31

58th ISOCARP World Planning 
Congress – From Wealthy to Healthy 
Cities

The World Planning Congress of City and 
Regional Planners in Brussels. The congress 
will be organised from 3 to 7 October 2022 
and include technical tours, plenary sessions, 
workshops, workshops and networking 
events. 

OCT

03-07

First Azerbaijan National Urban 
Forum (NUFA)

NUFA is convened by the State Committee 
on Urban Planning and Architecture of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, co-organized by 
UN-Habitat and ADA University. It is the 
first non-legislative event convened by the 
State Committee on Urban Planning and 
Architecture of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
bringing together a wide range of urban 
stakeholders and participants in the City 
of Ağdam and Baku to discuss emerging 
key urban challenges and show-case 
international experiences in related fields.

OCT

05-06

Key
dates

03 October 2022

World Habitat Day

31 October 2022

World Cities Day
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https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/
https://cop27.eg/#/
https://cop27.eg/#/
https://unhabitat.org/events/uclg-world-congress
https://unhabitat.org/events/launch-of-the-global-action-plan-framework-on-informal-settlements-and-slums
https://unhabitat.org/events/launch-of-the-global-action-plan-framework-on-informal-settlements-and-slums
https://unhabitat.org/events/launch-of-the-global-action-plan-framework-on-informal-settlements-and-slums
https://urbanoctober.unhabitat.org/
https://isocarp.org/58th-wpc-brussels-2022/
https://isocarp.org/58th-wpc-brussels-2022/
https://isocarp.org/58th-wpc-brussels-2022/
https://unhabitat.org/events/first-azerbaijan-national-urban-forum-nufa
https://unhabitat.org/events/first-azerbaijan-national-urban-forum-nufa
https://urbanoctober.unhabitat.org/whd
https://urbanoctober.unhabitat.org/wcd


Have you checked out our online courses 
on measuring Sustainable Development 
Goal indicators? 

LEARNING

They are a series of self-paced online courses developed to guide urban stakeholders 
on the measuring, monitoring, and reporting of sustainable urbanization. Each course 
takes between 30 and 45 minutes to complete. 

Available courses:

 �11.1.1: Adequate Housing and Slum 
Upgrading

 �11.2.1: Access to Public Transport

 �11.3.1: Land Consumption Rate

 �11.3.2: Civil Participation in Urban Planning 
and Management

 �1.4.2: Secure Tenure Rights to Land

 �11.6.1: Municipal Solid Waste Management

 �11.7.1: Public Space

Developed by our Data and Analytics 
Unit in collaboration with the Capacity 
Development and Training Unit, the 
courses are aimed at strengthening 
national capacities to collect, analyze, 
and monitor the urban indicators of the 
SDGs, as well as to increase the uptake 
and use of the tools.

 � Click here for descriptive and practical step-by-step guidance on how to 
compute specific SDG indicators.

 � Reach out to Robert Ndugwa to learn more about current and upcoming SDG 
indicator courses.

 � The courses are accessible to everyone on UN-Habitat Learn. Reach out to  
Raphaelle Vignol and Vidar Vasko in the Capacity Development and Training 
Unit for more information.
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https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=4
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=4
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=34
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=35
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=36
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=36
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=37
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=43
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/view.php?id=44
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/course/index.php?categoryid=5
mailto:robert.ndugwa%40un.org?subject=
https://learn.urbanagendaplatform.org/
mailto:raphaelle.vignol%40un.org?subject=
mailto:vasko.vidar%40un.org?subject=


Participate!
Want your story featured? Please submit your ideas 
or reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Editorial Advisor: Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director
Leads: Neil Khor, Katerina Bezgachina
Coordinator & Editor: Sumitra Jayaraj
Design & Layout: Denis Kimathi
Contributors: Paulius Kulikauskas, Vidar Vasko, Lepai Weng and Dennis Koech

Editorial Team

Call for Nominations: The 2022 UN 
Secretary-General Awards

Every year the Secretary-General 
honours and recognizes significant 
performance of UN Secretariat 
personnel who go above and beyond 
the call of duty in the discharge of 
their duties or initiate and implement 
projects with great impact and 
innovative potential.

Do you know a colleague that embodies  
these outstanding qualities?

Nominate them and their projects for the Secretary-General 
Awards in the following categories:

 � Collegiality: Honouring an individual for creating a work 
environment that enables everyone to do their best on 
behalf of the United Nations. 

 � Innovation: Honouring an individual or a team for 
improving the delivery of programmes or services 
through the implementation of creative solutions. 

 � Multilingualism: Honouring an individual or a team for 
best practices and innovative approaches to fostering a 
multilingual work environment. 

 � Workforce diversity: Honouring an individual or a team 
for fostering a workplace in which UN personnel reflect 
the gender, geographical, racial, disabilities and other 
diversity of the peoples of the world and in which our 
differences are leveraged to achieve greater impact for 
the peoples we serve.

Kindly submit your nominations via the Unite Spark portal. 
Nominations will be accepted until 24 October 2022. 
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mailto:mailto:unhabitat-habpost%40un.org?subject=
https://spark.unite.un.org/nominations22/Page/Home
https://spark.unite.un.org/nominations22/Page/Home
https://spark.unite.un.org/nominations22/Page/Home

