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Dear Reader,

We have some exciting activities and events taking 
place in the coming weeks.

The High-Level Meeting on the implementation of the 
New Urban Agenda will be taking place at a time like 
this next week. What is it about? Why should you get 
involved? Find out this and more in the featured story 
section of this issue. You don’t want to miss it!

In addition, we have the Katowice Energy Innovation 
Challenge running throughout this month. The 
challenge offers a great opportunity for start-ups and 
innovators worldwide to help the city of Katowice 
transition to clean and renewable energy systems, so 
do share this information with your partners.

Last but not least, one of the world’s most prestigious 
human settlements award has just been launched. 
The call for nominations for the 2022 Scroll of honour 
award is now open. Check out the Did You Know 
section on how to participate.

As usual, we look forward to hearing more from you 
on your activities and shared contributions in the 
coming weeks unhabitat-habpost@un.org

Happy Reading,

Lynne Karago 
Editor

Editor’s note
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News roundup

UN-Habitat board reviews 2023 draft work 
programme, budget  
(The Guardian)

UN-Habitat initiates new award to spur 
urban sustainable development 
(Macau News Agency)

UN-Habitat, ICLEI Discuss Nature-based 
Solutions during MENA Climate Week 
(See News) 

Hola Municipality to develop its physical and 
development plan 
(Kenyan News)

Exquisite Workers exhibits the United 
Nations’ DigitalArt4Climate Collection at the 
world’s first NFT museum 
(Coin Telegraph)

Somaliland market fire: UN team dispatched 
to back needs assessment 
(Africa News)

Lot et Garonne. Shared housing for retirees 
(ACTU)
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This time next week, Member 
States will convene in New York 
for a High-Level Meeting (HLM) 
to assess the progress made in 
implementing the New Urban 
Agenda.

The meeting comes at a 
critical moment for urban 
development. Crises and 
wars are putting urban 

populations at risk. Cities are the main 
destination for many refugees, migrants, 
and internally displaced persons, 
symbolizing spaces for opportunities 
and new beginnings. At the same time, 
cities and their residents have been 
badly struck by the pandemic, pushing 
hundreds of millions of people back into 
poverty. In cities everywhere, access 
to affordable housing is a major issue. 
While rapid urbanization in Africa 
and Asia leaves urban residents in 
dire need for new infrastructure and 
access to basic services, an increasing 
share of the population in the northern 
hemisphere cannot afford rent in urban 
centers. Cities are also responsible 
for a large share of greenhouse-gas 
emissions, with a drastic disparity 
among levels of income. The world’s 
richest one percent create double the 
CO2 emissions of the world’s poorest 
50%, who are most vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change.

As we all know, sustainable urban 
development has the potential to 
address or reverse many of these 
negative trends. The New Urban 
Agenda contains recommendations 
and tools that can enable governments 

across the world to fight inequalities, 
achieve equitable low or net-zero urban 
transformations, and improve the quality 
of lives for all.

But so far, the New Urban Agenda 
has received little attention. Only 29 
countries have submitted national 
reports on its implementation, and the 
full potential of recommended actions is 
yet to be tapped. 

What is the High-Level 
Meeting about?

The High-Level Meeting, convened by 
the President of the General Assembly, 
offers an opportunity to convince 
Member States and other relevant 
stakeholders of the transformative 
potential of the New Urban Agenda. 
The meeting puts actions and 
commitments in the focus. Member 
States, local and regional governments, 
and other constituencies of the New 
Urban Agenda such as professional 
associations, grassroots organizations, 
and business leaders will utilize the 
platform to highlight policy directions 
and programmatic initiatives they have 
been engaged in, and to put forward, 
concrete commitments for the next two 
years.

The meeting will focus on four 
key areas of action that have been 
identified in the reports on progress 
in the implementation of the New 
Urban Agenda submitted by Member 
States, the United Nations system, and 
by diverse partner networks for the 
preparation of the Quadrennial report of 
the Secretary-General:

1. Ending poverty and fighting 
inequalities, with a focus on 
affordable housing and access to 
basic services.

2. Boosting equitable and sustainable 
urban economies and predictable 
financing of sustainable urban 
development through innovative 
approaches.

3. Decoupling urbanization from 
environmental pollution and linking 
communities to data and finance to 
strengthen climate adaptation and 
resilience.

4. Promoting participatory urban 
planning approaches for effective 
and inclusive urban crisis response 
and prevention.

The High-Level Meeting  
on the implementation of 
the New Urban Agenda

FEATURE STORY
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The lead-up to the HLM
The President of the United Nations 
General Assembly will convene the 
High-Level Meeting in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 75/224 of 
December 2020.

Four key elements will inform the 
discussions during the High-Level 
Meeting:

1. The quadrennial report of the 
Secretary-General on progress in the 
implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda, published 15 March 2022 [ 
 | 中文 | English | Français | ةيبرعلا
Pусский | Español ];

2. In March 2022, five regional forums 
for sustainable development took 
place and prepared input to the 
High-Level Meeting that will be made 
available to Member States in April 
2022;

3. An ECOSOC special meeting, taking 
place on 21 April 2022, looks at the 
current state of the implementation 
of the New Urban Agenda through 
the lens of inequality and evaluating 
support of the UN-system.

4. Dedicated side events organized 
immediately prior to the High-Level 
Meeting, on affordable housing, basic 
services, people-centered smart 
cities, climate adaptation, and local 
governments, taking place 26-27 
April 2022, provide a platform for 
multi-stakeholder discussions that 
feed into special plenaries at the day 
of the HLM.

In addition, the President of the 
General Assembly has established an 
Advisory Committee on Sustainable 
Urbanization to assist him in convening 
the High-Level Meeting and to elevate 
issues throughout the 76th Session. 
The Advisory Committee is comprised 
of diverse constituents of the New 
Urban Agenda as well as Member 
States including seven Permanent 
Representatives and UN-Habitat partner 
organizations.

What opportunities does the 
HLM present to UN-Habitat?
1. Implementation of the Urban 

Agenda across the United Nations 
System 
The high-level meeting provides 
an opportunity for UN-Habitat to 
continue implementing the urban 
agenda across the United Nations 
system, localise the SDGs and lead 
the Local 2030 coalition.

2. Strengthened donor relations 
Noting our role within the UN System, 
the HLM will provide a platform to 
approach some of our previous core 
donors and explore the possibility 
of their reinvestment with us. In 
addition, the HLM will offer the 
opportunity to consult with some 
of the core donors in terms of their 
contributions, foundation and non-
earmark funding. 

3. Outreach and visibility of our work 
Many countries are looking at us to 
provide technical assistance and 
advisory support in implementing 
the New Urban Agenda. The HLM will 
provide a unique moment for more 
visibility of our work. 

4. Possibility for increased regular 
funding  
Following the decision by the 
Secretary-General to prioritise UN-
Habitat’s allocation of increased 
regular budget funds, the HLM 
will provide a political platform for 
the 5th Committee of the General 
Assembly to consider this.

Why should you get 
involved?

The HLM offers a great prospective:

 � To understand how your work links 
to the implementation of the Urban 
Agenda

 � To learn more about your 
contribution in representing a 
multilateral system such as the UN

You can also contribute substantive 
inputs and comments to knowledge 
products and side events and publicise 
the HLM across your networks. 

The one-day High-Level Meeting will be 
held in the UN General Assembly Hall 
from 10 am to 1 pm and 3 pm to 6 pm 
EDT on 28 April 2022. The meeting will 
stream live-virtually, without any need 
for registration, on UN WebTv and UN 
Youtube.

 
 
For more information on how to get 
involved in the High-Level Meeting, 
please contact Fee Stehle.
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In collaboration with the City of 
Katowice leading up to WUF11, 
the Innovation Unit is hosting the 
Katowice Energy Innovation Challenge. 
The challenge invites start-ups and 
innovators worldwide to help the city 
of Katowice transition to clean and 
renewable energy systems. 

The Innovation Unit is looking for 
digital information management and 
communication solutions that will help 

and empower the city of Katowice, 
including the local government, 
residents, and businesses, to embrace a 
transition to clean and renewable energy 
systems. Three winning innovators 
will be invited to participate in an 
acceleration program at Katowice’s 
municipal business incubator Rawa.Ink, 
and present to an international audience 
during WUF 11 between the 26th-30th 
of June 2022.

The call is now posted on Linkedin, 
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.

If there are any innovators or start-ups 
you think would be fit for the challenge, 
please do pass on the opportunity to 
them.

 
 
For more information, please contact Lei 
Guo.

INNOVATION CORNER

Join the Katowice Energy  
Innovation Challenge
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To promote a participatory and gender-sensitive 
approach to conflict resolution, our project in 
Mozambique is empowering girls and women to 
learn skills to build homes that would replace the 

ones they lost in conflict.

The project aims to provide inclusive, sustainable housing 
solutions to displaced women and girls affected by the 
conflict in the country’s northern region. This is a great 
example for ensuring that the female population of the society 
receive the same opportunities as men and can contribute 
their fair share.

The pilot initiative in Marocani promoting sustainable 
integration of internally displaced persons (IDPs) is being 
implemented in coordination with the country’s Agency for the 
Integrated Development of the North (ADIN), the Provincial 
Government of Cabo Delgado, the Ministry of Gender Youth 
and Social Action, and local authorities, in partnership with UN 
Women and with support from the government of Norway.

The project’s main objective is to strengthen the mechanisms 
for the protection of displaced women and girls throughout 

the process, from the time they are given temporary 
accommodation to the final resettlement stage.

So far, the project has provided them with the self-
reconstruction training materials and the supervision to build 
durable homes for themselves, thus gaining resiliency and 
ultimate safety.

The local authorities, in turn, were trained in participatory 
and resilient planning in the hope of replicating this type of 
initiative.

The women selected to participate in the construction 
activities have been given an opportunity to support other 
women in accessing adequate housing and develop skills they 
had previously been excluded from learning simply because 
they are women.

With 900 IDP families still in Marocani, the project has 
been structured to different segments to enable the female 
population acquire different types of human settlements 
planning, management, and building skills.

The project also aligns with technical recommendations and 
tools adopted by the Mozambican authorities as a reference 
for their Resilience and Peace Building Programme, also 
supported by all the development partners in northern part of 
the region.

The internal conflict between the government and non-state 
armed groups has been raging in the northern region of 
Mozambique and Cabo Delgado Province since 2017. The 
recently intensified insurgency had caused at least 4,500 lives 
and displaced approximately 800,000 by the end of last year.

SUCCESS STORY

Women in Mozambique set 
examples for empowerment 
and reconciliation

The project aims to provide inclusive, 
sustainable housing solutions to 
displaced women and girls affected by 
the conflict in the country’s northern 
region.

TANZANIA

ZIMBABWE

ZAMBIA

SOUTH
AFRICA Indian

Ocean

Mozambique

Nigeria
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VACANCIES

Role 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, P4 
Duty Station
Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia 
Deadline
25 April 2022
Apply here

Role  
Associate 
Evaluation 
Officer, P2 
Duty Station 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Deadline
28 April 2022
Apply here

Role 
Human 
Settlements 
Officer, P3
Duty Station
Kabul, 
Afghanistan
Deadline
24 April 2022
Apply here 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR

9th Africities Summit 

Theme: The Role of Intermediary Cities of 
Africa in the Implementation of Agenda 2030 
of the United Nations and the African Union 
Agenda 2063 

Read more: Press release - New dates for the 
Africities summit in Kisumu, Kenya 

MAY

17-21

High-Level Political Forum under 
the auspices of ECOSOC

The meeting of the HLPF in 2022 will be 
held from Tuesday, 5 July, to Thursday, 
7 July, and from Monday, 11 July, to 
Friday, 15 July 2022, under the auspices 
of the Economic and Social Council. 
This includes the three-day ministerial 
segment of the forum from Wednesday, 
13 July, to Friday, 15 July 2022, as a 
part of the high-level segment of the 
Council. The theme for the HLPF 2022 
will be “Building back better from the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while 
advancing the full implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”.

JUL

5-12
IWA World Water Congress and 
Exhibition - Water for smart, 
liveable cities

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 
#WorldWaterCongress & Exhibition will 
report on the water sector’s progress 
on the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). The emphasis will be on 
SDG6, which is dedicated to water and 
sanitation. The event will also highlight 
and explore the interwoven relation of 
water with all 17 of the global SDGs.

SEP

22

The High Level Meeting on the 
implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda 

Member States will gather in New 
York for the High-Level Meeting of the 
General Assembly to review progress on 
the implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda, six-years after its adoption 
at the Habitat III Conference in Quito, 
Ecuador.

APR

28

New European Bauhaus Festival

The New European Bauhaus initiative is 
now moving from the co-design phase, 
which  collected more  than 2,000 pieces of 
insight from all over Europe during the first 
six months of 2021, to the delivery phase. 
The communication from the European 
Commission on the New European Bauhaus 
shared in mid September creates the 
framework for actions to follow.

JUN

9

11th Session of the World Urban 
Forum

The theme of WUF11, Transforming 
Our Cities for a Better Urban Future, 
will highlight a state of informed 
preparedness that provides us with the 
opportunity to anticipate change, correct 
the course of action if necessary, and 
become more knowledgeable on the 
different possibilities that the future of 
cities offers. It also illuminates the ways 
that policy, strategies and actions can 
promote desirable futures.

JUN

26–30

Key
dates

April 28 

The High Level Meeting on the implementation of 
the New Urban Agenda
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Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.
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The call for nominations of the  
UN-Habitat Scroll of Honour is now open

The UN-Habitat Scroll of Honour Award was launched in 1989 
and is one of the world’s most prestigious human settlements 
awards. It aims to acknowledge initiatives that have made 
outstanding contributions to human settlements, highlighting 
the plight of people living in poverty or who have been 
displaced, developing and improving human settlements and 
the quality of urban life to leave no one behind.

The call for nominations for the UN-Habitat Scroll of Honour 
Award is now open until 31 July 2022. The winners will be 
awarded at the Global Observance of World Habitat Day on 
Monday, 03 October 2022.

Please fill in and submit the online submission form in English 
to nominate a candidate. 

Download the PDF version of the outlined Guidelines for the 
2022 UN-Habitat Scroll of Honour Award nomination.

 

For more information, please click here.
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