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Dear Reader,

Last week we held our first 2022 Executive Board 
Session. Today, we reflect on the outcomes of 
3-day meeting, highlighting the top things to take 
note of. Among the outcomes of the session, four 
decisions were adopted, including the draft work 
programme and budget for 2023. 

For a detailed synopsis of the items discussed 
during the three days, make sure to check out the 
Daily Journal for Day 1, Day 2 and Day 3. 

On other matters, don’t miss the brown bag 
hard talk on the high-level meeting on the 
implementation of the New Urban Agenda to 
be held this month. More details of this session 
highlighted in this issue.

Happy Reading,

Lynne Karago 
Editor

Editor’s note
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News roundup
Kenya elected Vice-Chair of the UN-Habitat 
Executive Board 
(KBC)

UN-Habitat, ICLEI discuss nature-based 
solutions during MENA Climate Week 
(African Business)

UN-Habitat initiates new award to spur 
urban sustainable development 
(Xinhua Net)

UN-Habitat Joins Hands with Private Sector 
to Reduce Plastic, Glass Waste in MENA 
Region 
(Sada ElBalad English)

Life amidst a pandemic: Urban livelihoods, 
food security and nutrition in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, December 2021 
(Relief Web)

UN-Habitat Korean committee holds 
seminar on platform economy 
(The Koren Herald)

Coastal Cities in East Africa Cycle for 
Cleaner and more Inclusive Mobility  
(African Business)

First National Urban Forum of Lebanon 
kicks-off; UN-Habitat and ESCWA launch 
State of Lebanese Cities report 
(Mirage)

UN-Habitat helps build knowledge of climate 
change laws in Africa 
(NNN News Nigeria)
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https://express.adobe.com/page/njbDtGiu3YrHJ/
https://express.adobe.com/page/o2iwFJicQvrHN/
https://express.adobe.com/page/nang7Dz9jUx0U/
https://twitter.com/UNHABITAT
https://www.facebook.com/UNHABITAT/
https://linkedin.com/company/un-habitat-united-nation-human-settlements-programme-
https://www.kbc.co.ke/kenya-elected-vice-chair-of-the-un-habitat-executive-board/
https://www.kbc.co.ke/kenya-elected-vice-chair-of-the-un-habitat-executive-board/
https://african.business/2022/03/apo-newsfeed/un-habitat-iclei-discuss-nature-based-solutions-during-mena-climate-week/
https://african.business/2022/03/apo-newsfeed/un-habitat-iclei-discuss-nature-based-solutions-during-mena-climate-week/
http://www.news.cn/english/20220331/be89b3962ac14b1f9a2c494c16cd1bcb/c.html
http://www.news.cn/english/20220331/be89b3962ac14b1f9a2c494c16cd1bcb/c.html
https://see.news/un-habitat-joins-hands-with-private-sector-to-reduce-plas/
https://see.news/un-habitat-joins-hands-with-private-sector-to-reduce-plas/
https://see.news/un-habitat-joins-hands-with-private-sector-to-reduce-plas/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/life-amidst-pandemic-urban-livelihoods-food-security-and-nutrition-sub-saharan-africa
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/life-amidst-pandemic-urban-livelihoods-food-security-and-nutrition-sub-saharan-africa
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/life-amidst-pandemic-urban-livelihoods-food-security-and-nutrition-sub-saharan-africa
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20220324000858
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20220324000858
https://african.business/2022/03/apo-newsfeed/coastal-cities-in-east-africa-cycle-for-cleaner-and-more-inclusive-mobility/
https://african.business/2022/03/apo-newsfeed/coastal-cities-in-east-africa-cycle-for-cleaner-and-more-inclusive-mobility/
https://www.miragenews.com/first-national-urban-forum-of-lebanon-kicks-off-749564/
https://www.miragenews.com/first-national-urban-forum-of-lebanon-kicks-off-749564/
https://www.miragenews.com/first-national-urban-forum-of-lebanon-kicks-off-749564/
https://nnn.ng/habitat-helps-build-knowledge/
https://nnn.ng/habitat-helps-build-knowledge/


The First Meeting of the 
2022 Executive Board 
Session took place last 
week from Tuesday, 29 to 
Thursday, 31 March 2022. 
The meeting was held in 
a hybrid format with 96 
Member States, including 36 
members of the Executive 
Board who met to discuss 
matters financial, budgetary, 
and administrative. Among 
the outcomes of the session, 
four decisions were adopted, 
including the draft work 
programme and budget for 
2023.
The Executive Board of UN-Habitat comprises of 36 
Member States elected by the United Nations Habitat 
Assembly and convenes two to three times a year. 

Other agenda items discussed last week included 
the High-Meeting of the General Assembly to assess 
implementation of the New Urban Agenda, and 
preparations for the eleventh session of the World 
Urban Forum to be held later this year. To find the full 
deliberations of the session, do check out the Daily 
Journal for Day 1, Day 2 and Day 3. Otherwise, here’s 
what else happened, in short.

Takeaways from the  
First 2022 Executive 
Board Session

FEATURE STORY

1

Draft Work Programme and Budget 
for 2023 alongside financial, 
budgetary and administrative 
matters

The Executive Board:

 � Requested UN-Habitat to finalise a draft annual 
work programme and budget of UN-Habitat for 
2023 based on feedback from the Committee for 
Programme and Coordination and the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions

 � Recommended that the United Nations Habitat 
and Human Settlements Foundation non-
earmarked budget for 2023 to be at a baseline of 
$3M, which will be scaled up to a level of $12M, 
should adequate funds be received

 � Welcomed the continued efforts by the Executive 
Director for the prioritization of UN-Habitat by the 
Secretary-General for a proposed increase of the 
regular budget allocation of the United Nations to 
UN-Habitat for 2023

https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2022/04/hsp-eb-2022-crp2-rev.3.pdf
https://express.adobe.com/page/njbDtGiu3YrHJ/
https://express.adobe.com/page/o2iwFJicQvrHN/
https://express.adobe.com/page/nang7Dz9jUx0U/


6

3

4

The end of a session of the Executive Board, means the start 
of another. The next session of the Executive Board is planned 

from 15 to 17 November 2022.  
As always, thank you for your help in organizing this session.

Preparations for and follow-up to the 
eleventh session of the World Urban 
Forum

The Executive Board welcomed the selection of Cairo City, 
Egypt, as the host for the 12th session of the World Urban 
Forum (WUF 12) in 2024.

Methods of work of the Executive Board 

The Executive Board took note the briefing by the chair of the ad 
hoc working group on programmatic, budgetary and administrative 
matters on the work of that working group as well as the briefing by 
the chair of the ad hoc working group on the development of a draft 
stakeholder engagement policy

2
5

Implementation of normative and 
operational activities

The Executive Board:

 � Welcomed the development of the Global Urban 
Monitoring Framework, which is designed to enable 
localization of the Sustainable Development Goals and 
to assist cities in tracking how they are progressing

 � Requested UN-Habitat to actively provide support to 
Member States by means of normative guidance, 
technical assistance and strategic partnerships to 
contribute to the achievement of the goals of the Paris 
Agreement, and to strengthen collaboration with the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change towards 
its 7th assessment cycle 

 � Requested UN-Habitat to support the efforts of 
reconstruction of the human settlements in countries 
affected by disasters and conflict such as Ukraine

Implementation by UN-Habitat of reforms of 
the development system and management of 
the United Nations

The Executive Board welcomed our efforts to contribute to the 
implementation of the reform of the United Nations development 
system, utilizing the UN systemwide strategy for sustainable 
urban development, to assist UNDP, UNICEF, and other UN entities 
to achieve the urban dimensions of their respective mandates, 
and to elevate urban policy in the Chief Executives Board, Senior 
Management Group, Executive Board, UN Sustainable Development 
Group, and Inter-Agency Standing Committee among other inter-
agency mechanisms

High-level meeting of the General 
Assembly on the implementation of the 
New Urban Agenda

The Executive Board welcomed UN-Habitat’s effort to 
support the development of the Secretary-General’s 
quadrennial report on the implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda and preparations of the high-level meeting to be held 
on 28 April 2022.

7

Election of officer of the Bureau of the 
Executive Board

The Executive Board decided to elect from among its members, the 
new Bureau of the Executive Board of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme, as follows: 

 � Chair: Brazil (Latin American and Caribbean States)
 � Vice-Chairs:  Poland (Eastern European States)  

                            Kenya (African States) 
                            Pakistan (Asia-Pacific States)

 � Rapporteur: France (Western European and other States)
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STAFF NEWS

New colleagues

Rina Ito
Associate Programme Officer
Global Solutions Division
rina.ito@un.org

Qiqi Huang
Intern
Global Solutions Division
qiqi.huang@un.org

Tales Cunha 
Intern
Planning Finance and 
Economy Section
tales.cardealdacostacunha@
un.org

Léa Pelleteret
Intern
Global Solutions Division
lea.pelleteret@un.org

Diana Takacsova
Intern
ERSKI Division
diana.takacsova@un.org

Olenka Palomino
Intern
Planning, Finance and Economy Section
olenka.palominodelamata@un.org

Eliette Mitschi 
Intern
Regional Office for Africa
eliette.mitschi@un.org
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VACANCIES

Role 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, P3 
Duty Station
Erbil, Iraq 
Deadline
14 April 2022
Apply here

Role  
Associate 
Evaluation 
Officer, P2 
Duty Station 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Deadline
28 April 2022
Apply here

Role  
Statistician, P3 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
12 April 2022 
Deadline
Apply here 
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https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=174352&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=176183&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=174052&Lang=en-US


UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR

9th Africities Summit 

Theme: The Role of Intermediary Cities of 
Africa in the Implementation of Agenda 2030 
of the United Nations and the African Union 
Agenda 2063 

Read more: Press release - New dates for the 
Africities summit in Kisumu, Kenya 

MAY

17-21

High-Level Political Forum under 
the auspices of ECOSOC

The meeting of the HLPF in 2022 will be 
held from Tuesday, 5 July, to Thursday, 
7 July, and from Monday, 11 July, to 
Friday, 15 July 2022, under the auspices 
of the Economic and Social Council. 
This includes the three-day ministerial 
segment of the forum from Wednesday, 
13 July, to Friday, 15 July 2022, as a 
part of the high-level segment of the 
Council. The theme for the HLPF 2022 
will be “Building back better from the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while 
advancing the full implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”.

JUL

5-12
IWA World Water Congress and 
Exhibition - Water for smart, 
liveable cities

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 
#WorldWaterCongress & Exhibition will 
report on the water sector’s progress 
on the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). The emphasis will be on 
SDG6, which is dedicated to water and 
sanitation. The event will also highlight 
and explore the interwoven relation of 
water with all 17 of the global SDGs.

SEP

22

High Level Meeting on the 
implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda 

Member States will gather in New 
York for the High-Level Meeting of the 
General Assembly to review progress on 
the implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda, six-years after its adoption 
at the Habitat III Conference in Quito, 
Ecuador.

APR

28

New European Bauhaus Festival

The New European Bauhaus initiative is 
now moving from the co-design phase, 
which  collected more  than 2,000 pieces of 
insight from all over Europe during the first 
six months of 2021, to the delivery phase. 
The communication from the European 
Commission on the New European Bauhaus 
shared in mid September creates the 
framework for actions to follow.

JUN

9

11th Session of the World Urban 
Forum

The theme of WUF11, Transforming 
Our Cities for a Better Urban Future, 
will highlight a state of informed 
preparedness that provides us with the 
opportunity to anticipate change, correct 
the course of action if necessary, and 
become more knowledgeable on the 
different possibilities that the future of 
cities offers. It also illuminates the ways 
that policy, strategies and actions can 
promote desirable futures.

JUN

26–30

Key
dates

April 28 

High Level Meeting on the implementation of the 
New Urban Agenda
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https://www.beda.org/news/the-first-new-european-bauhaus-festival-in-june-2022/
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https://unhabitat.org/next-year%E2%80%99s-world-urban-forum-in-katowice-poland-to-focus-on-the-future-of-cities
https://unhabitat.org/next-year%E2%80%99s-world-urban-forum-in-katowice-poland-to-focus-on-the-future-of-cities
https://unhabitat.org/hlm-new-urban-agenda
https://unhabitat.org/hlm-new-urban-agenda


Participate!
Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Advisor: Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director 
Leads: Neil Khor, Amy Wood 
Coordinator & Editor: Lynne Karago 
Design & Layout: Denis Kimathi
Contributors: Ekaterina Bezgachina

Editorial Team

Don’t miss the brown bag hard talk on the  
high-level meeting on the New Urban Agenda

On 28 April 2022, Member States 
will gather in New York for the 
High-Level Meeting. They will review 
progress on the implementation of 
the New Urban Agenda six years 
after its adoption at the Habitat III 
Conference in Quito, Ecuador.

This meeting comes at a critical 
juncture for urban development. 

 � Why is the High-Level Meeting in 
New York so important? 

 � How is UN-Habitat involved? 
 � Why are so many colleagues 

traveling to New York? 
 � How can I contribute? 

To find out answers to these and 
many more questions, don’t miss 
the interactive brown bag session 
on the High-Level Meeting. The 
conversation will be conducted in 
the Hard Talk style. 

Who: Christopher Williams, Director, 
UN-Habitat office, New York  

When: 13 April 2022 from 2pm to 
3pm EAT

How: Teams meeting: Click here to 
join the meeting

After a moderated discussion, you 
will be able to ask questions and 
share comments. Join this session 
and learn more about the High-Level 
Meeting and its expected outcomes

  
 
For more information, please contact 
Ekaterina Bezgachina.
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