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Dear Reader,

Urban October is just around the corner. In this issue, 
we highlight what the month is all about and a brief on 
the World Habitat Day and World Cities Day celebrations 
in the feature story.  

On operational matters, we’ve successfully managed 
to restore services and ensure recovery in a refugee 
camp in Syria. This is after conflict broke out in the 
country, displacing over 10,000 Palestinians from the 
Dera’a refugee camp. Find out more about the different 
activities in place facilitating the return of over 3000 
refugees in the success story section. 

Lastly, it is time to take the Mandatory Leadership 
Dialogue Session for the year 2022.. As you may know, 
all managers are expected to complete their sessions 
with their direct reports, cascading down to all staff 
members, interns, and consultants, by 31 November 
2022. More on how to participate in the Did You Know 
section of this issue. 

And as always, we look forward to bouncing ideas 
off you and encourage you to share your stories to 
unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Happy Reading,

Lynne Karago 
Editor

News roundup

 UN-Habitat, IICO partner to improve living 
conditions of Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip (Relief Web)

 People-centred cities require strong 
leadership (BFM Radio) 

 Malaysia continues to support corporate 
in UN-Habitat Programme (The Sun Daily)

 Envisaging the Future of Cities: UN-
Habitat Launches the 2022 World Cities 
Report (Arch Daily)

 UN-Habitat and Italy sign a €2.3 million 
project to rehabilitate public spaces within 
Mar Mikhael train station and restore 
housing units in Beirut (MTV)

 Make our cities liveable, loveable (New 
Straits Times)

 African Ministers of Local Development to 
Meet in Cairo to Discuss the Challenges 
(Asharq Al Awsat)
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Urban October was developed to raise 
awareness, promote participation, 
generate knowledge and engage the 
international community in creating 

a better urban future. The month presents 
an opportunity for people worldwide to join 
the conversation around the challenges and 
opportunities created by the fast pace of change in 
our cities and towns. This year, Urban October will 
begin on 03 October 2022 with World Habitat Day 
and end on 31 October 2022 with World Cities Day. 

By engaging all stakeholders, cities can harness 
transformational change and ensure a better life for 
all in an urbanizing world.

Let’s continue encouraging national and local 
governments, universities, non-governmental 
organisations, communities, and other stakeholders 
in sustainable urbanisation to submit their events or 
participate in these activities. 

Urban October 2022: 31 Days to 
Promote a Better Urban Future

FEATURE STORY

Every October, we, together 
with our partners, organise a 
series of events, activities and 
discussions on sustainable 
urban development throughout 
the month. 

World Habitat Day

Held on the first Monday of October, 
World Habitat Day kicks off Urban 
October globally with key events and 
roundtable discussions focused on a 
specific theme. 

This year,  World Habitat Day, under the 
theme Mind the Gap. Leave No One and 
Place Behind will look at the growing 
inequality and challenges in cities and 
human settlements to draw attention to 
growing inequalities and vulnerabilities 

exacerbated by the triple ‘C’ crises – 
COVID-19, climate, and conflict. 

The pandemic and recent conflicts 
have reversed years of progress in the 
fight against poverty, resulting in the 
emergence of new poor people—those 
who would have exited poverty in the 
absence of the pandemic but remain 
poor and those who have fallen into 
poverty on account of the pandemic. 
According to the UN-Habitat’s World 
Cities Report, the number of people 

affected was between 119 and 124 
million in 2020 and between 143 and 
163 million in 2021. 

Tackling urban poverty and inequality 
has become an urgent global priority.
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Objectives: 

For this World Habitat Day, 
the aim is to:

(i) Bring representatives 
of local governments, 
from megacities to 
middle-size and small 
cities, to discuss their 
current challenges and 
ways to address growing 
inequalities. 

(ii) Discuss how to narrow 
the gap between the 
urban poor, the rural and 
urban areas or different 
neighbourhoods within 
cities through a series of 
two roundtables. The first 
roundtable will involve 
participants representing 
national, local and 
regional governments, 
while the second will 
include participants 
representing government, 
various stakeholder 
groups, and civil society.

These roundtable 
discussions will examine 
urban issues and how 
to engage communities 
in finding solutions and 
establishing a new social 
contract to address growing 
inequalities. In between the 
roundtables, we will have 
a moderated fireside chat, 
Davos style, with thought 
leaders and leading figures 
in development and housing 
issues. 

Expected outcomes:

 Bring the topic of inequalities to the discussion, 
hearing the silenced experiences of the marginalised, 
and understanding the transversal benefits of inclusion 
for the whole society and its outcomes. 

 Encourage governments at all levels to institutionalise 
channels of dialogue with the ones that tend to lag.

 Encourage multilevel governance on the horizontal 
level between governments, civil society, and 
communities. 

For more information on World Habitat Day, please get in 
touch with the relevant colleagues here.

1.

2.

3.
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As part of the World Habitat Day celebrations, UN-Habitat will 
present its 2022 Scroll of Honour award. The award aims to 
acknowledge initiatives that have made outstanding contributions in 
the field of human settlements, the provision of housing, highlighting 
the plight of people living in poverty or who have been displaced, and 
developing or improving the quality of urban life.

The Scroll of Honour Award winners will be awarded plaques during 
the global observance celebrations of World Habitat Day in  Balikesir, 
Turkiye, on 03 October 2022. 

Scroll of Honour Award

World Cities Day

World Cities Day (WCD) is celebrated 
on 31 October each year with a global 
observance in Shanghai, China. 

This year’s global observance will be 
celebrated under the theme Act Local to 
Go Global. 

WCD aims to bring different partners 
and diverse stakeholders together to 
share their experiences and approaches 
to the local action, identifying what 
action worked and what is needed 
to empower local and regional 
governments to create greener, more 
equitable and sustainable cities. 

Local action is critical to achieving 
sustainable development goals by 2030. 

We have been at the forefront of SDG 
localisation since the very endorsement 
of Agenda 2030 to provide technical 
expertise to partners across the globe, 
lead the development of cutting-edge 
research, capacitate local and regional 
governments on SDG localisation, 
and strengthen the voice of local 
governments and local actors within the 
main international and UN-led fora on 
SDGs.

Objectives:

For this World Cities Day, we aim to:

(i) Advance the technical and political debate on the localisation of the 
SDGs as a comprehensive roadmap to enhance inclusive human 
settlements and organise political inputs to implement global 
recommendations in local contexts. 

(ii) Share and hear from best examples of participatory processes and 
inclusion related to SDG localisation that can be extrapolated and 
tailored to different contexts. 

(iii) Define concrete hands-on learnings and recommendations for 
effectively implementing the SDGs to reduce inequalities within 
cities and territories. 

(iv) Strengthen the connection between the findings of the discussion 
and the theme of World Habitat Day Mind the Gap. Leave No One 
and No Place Behind, local action can help narrow the inequality 
gap. 

For more information on World Cities Day, please contact the 
relevant colleagues here.

 Promote the acceleration of SDG implementation in cities 
and territories among stakeholders and constituencies. 

 Implement recommendations to foster inclusive policies 
and to raise the voices of the most left behind.

Expected outcomes:

2.

1.
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After more than ten years of living away from their homes in the 
Dera’a Palestinian refugee camp in Syria, Palestinian families 
return as the camps’ houses and facilities are rehabilitated. 

UN-Habitat and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) partnered to improve 
Palestinian refugees’ lives in the camp by restoring services and 
ensuring recovery with the support of the Government of Japan.

Over 10,000 Palestinians who once lived in the camp were displaced 
following the conflict in Syria. Since their displacement, over 3,700 
Palestinian refugees have returned to Dera’a refugee camp which 
became severely damaged resulting to harsh living conditions and 
limited access to basic services.

The rehabilitation of al-Safsaf Tiberias School has enabled around 
800 students to continue their education in a newly refurbished school 
compound. Additionally, the camp’s health centre has been designed 
with increased access for persons with disabilities. It features an 
environmentally friendly solar power system to generate electricity and 
decrease fuel consumption costs.

Further rehabilitation includes minor home repair support to around 
200 of the most vulnerable Palestine refugee families and the 
construction of a playground. Two hundred youth in the camp now 
have access to vocational training opportunities through UNRWA’s 
technical and vocational training centres.

Over 40 per cent of Palestinian refugees living in Syria are displaced 
internally. Additionally, UNRWA reports that more than 95 per cent of 
Palestinians in Syria require aid to meet their basic needs. 

SUCCESS STORY

Palestinian refugees return 
to their homes in a Syrian 
refugee camp after more 
than ten years.

Read More
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INNOVATION CORNER

Systems Thinking: A 
Transformative Approach to 
Sustainable Urbanization 

A holistic method of exploring factors 
and interactions, systems thinking can 
be an enabler to rethinking sustainable 
urban development and promoting 
impactful and inclusive outcomes. 

One framework of systems thinking is the iceberg, 
best represented in Donella Meadows’ pioneering 
work Leverage Points: Places to Intervene in a System. 
Systems thinking, through this approach, involves 
determining the roots of a problem by analysing what 
is happening below the surface - or identifying and 
addressing the deep-seated challenges. 

What are the fundamental drivers in 
this challenge? 

Are we focussing on and solving the 
right set of challenges? 

What can we leverage for maximal 
impact?

It seeks to answer 
the following 
questions: 

Recently, the Urban Basic Services Community of 
Practice and the Innovation Unit hosted a joint session 
titled “A Systems Approach to Urban Basic Services: 
The Case of the 15 Minute City”. The session explored 
the concepts and frameworks of systems thinking and 
how to apply them to complex urban challenges like 
creating a more sustainable and liveable city, such as 
the 15-minute city concept. 

Why is this framework potentially 
robust? 

Systems thinking considers the interactions and 
relationships between various parts of a system to 
understand how they work together. Such a holistic 
approach can affect change rather than simply trying to 
understand specific components in isolation which risk 
leaving someone, a group, a place, or a key component 
- out. 
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Case study: 

How systems thinking 
strengthens an approach to 
the 15-Minute City

• Read the outcome note for more information on the 
session and additional resources

• Reach out to Veronika Sojkova and Namrata Mehta 
to chat more about systems thinking! 

• Reach out to Cecilia Andersson and Stefanie 
Holzwarth to chat more about the 15-minute city

• Reach out to Melissa Permezel if you’d like to host 
a Systems Thinking session for your Community of 
Practice! 

Our recommended systems 
thinking tips and tricks that 
can be adopted not only at the 
workplace - but also in everyday 
life:

 Deepen your understanding of the system 
(challenges, people, organisations etc.) 
and see the perspectives of others. Map 
out the various components affecting the 
challenge and possible solutions

· Seek and speak with the unusual suspects 
and include them in your stakeholder group

· Be prepared to challenge existing ideas. 
What else might be at play? How can we 
do things differently?

· Focus on multi-stakeholder perspectives 
and co-create ideas and solutions with 
local actors

· Balance long-term planning alongside 
iterative and adaptive planning based on 
learning and experimentation

· Look for context-specific solutions rather 
than generic ones or prepare them as ideas 
to be adapted to local specificities. 

1.

2.

4.

5.

6.

3.

Are you interested in 
learning more about systems 
thinking? 

Features of a 15-minute 
neighborhood

Safe streets and spacesAffordable housing options

Ability to age in place

Housing diversity

Walkability

Safe cycling networks

Local public transport

Local employment opportunities

Local shopping
centres

Local health facilities 
and services

Local schools

Lifelong learning 
opportunities

Local playground 
and parks

Green streets and parks

Community gardens

Sport and recreation facilities

Well connected to public 
transport,jobs and services 

within the region

The 15-minute city is a people-centric neighbourhood 
concept promoting a focus on neighbourhood-level 
planning and a local way of life whereby people have 
access to key services within a 15-minute walk or cycle 
ride. Achieved by adjusting city plans and focusing on 
the intersection between public space, mobility, land 
use and basic services, this model encourages creating 
more dense and integrated communities. Paris, inner 
urban Melbourne, and Durban are examples of cities 
already implementing these features.

From a systems approach, features of a 15-minute 
neighbourhood include good connection to public 
transport, regional jobs and services, healthcare 
accessibility, education opportunities, enjoyable public 
spaces, and mixed housing. 

The concept is strongly connected to the Avoid-Shift-
Improve framework, which entails: Avoiding and 
reducing the need for motorised travel, Shift to more 
environmentally friendly and inclusive modes, and 
Improve the energy efficiency of transport modes. 

Notably, the 15-minute city is also complementary to 
the transit-oriented development, as it centres fast, 
frequent, and reliable public transport connections to 
other neighbourhoods and centres of work.
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STAFF NEWS

New colleagues

Alice Lévêque
Intern
Flagship Programme 5: SDG Cities
Programme Development Branch
alice.leveque@un.org

Janet Gitonga
Intern
Front Office
Programme Development Branch
janet.gitonga@un.org

Lepai Weng
Intern
Capacity Development and Training Unit
Programme Development Branch
lepai.weng@un.org

Xicheng Yuan
Intern
Strategic, Monitoring and Reporting Unit
Strategic, Planning, Monitoring and 
Reporting Branch
xicheng.yuan@un.org

Eduardo Gomez (Edu)
Intern
Flagship Programme 1: Urban Regeneration
Programme Development Branch
eduardo.gomezdelasheras@un.org
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Role
Driver, G2
Duty Station
Kigoma, Tanzania
Deadline 
15 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Public Information 
Officer, P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
22 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Administrative 
Assistant (Project 
Post), G5 
Duty Station
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil
Deadline 
10 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme Management 
Officer, P4 (Temporary Job 
Opening)
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya 
Deadline 
08 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Associate Finance 
And Budget Officer, 
NOB
Duty Station
Kabul, Afghanistan
Deadline 
20 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Associate Programme 
Management Officer, 
P2
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
02 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Assistant 
Administrative Officer, 
NOA
Duty Station
Beijing, China
Deadline 
04 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management Officer, 
(Project Post), P4
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
03 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Administrative 
Assistant (Project 
Post), G6
Duty Station
Hamburg, Germany
Deadline 
04 September 2022
Apply Here

VACANCIES
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OCT

3-31

OCT

09

OCT

24-27

OCT

3-7

OCT

10-14

58th ISOCARP World Planning 
Congress – From Wealthy to Healthy 
Cities

The World Planning Congress of City 
and Regional Planners in Brussels. The 
congress will be organised from 3 to 7 
October 2022 and include technical tours, 
plenary sessions, workshops, workshops 
and networking events.

UCLG World Congress

It will be one of the most significant 
events between local governments and 
international organisations not to be 
missed. The next World Congress of 
United Cities and Local Governments 
(UCLG) will take place in the Korean city 
of Daejeon in October 2022.

UCLG World Congress is held every three 
years and is the most significant event 
bringing together 1,000 city leaders from 
about 140 countries. More information 
about the programme will be available in 
the coming months.

Urban October

Urban October will begin with World 
Habitat Day on 03 October 2022 and 
end with World Cities Day on 31 October 
2022. Activities to mark Urban October 
will take place around the world on these 
specific days and throughout the month. 

25th World Energy Congress

In the history of the World Energy Council, 
the Congress has been staged in over 
20 cities across the world, and the 25th 
World Energy Congress will take place in 
St Petersburg on 24–27 October 2022.

By harnessing the collective know-
how, strategic thinking and practical 
experiences of the diverse world 
energy community, the Congress is the 
destination for fresh ideas, common 
sense and new shared visions of better 
energy for a better future. The space 
for conversations about energy is more 
inclusive, collaborative and connected. 
Join us in shaping the future of power at 
the World Energy Congress.

SEPT

22

IWA World Water Congress and 
Exhibition - Water for smart, liveable 
cities

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 
#WorldWaterCongress & Exhibition will 
report on the water sector’s progress 
on the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The emphasis will be on SDG6, 
dedicated to water and sanitation. The 
event will also highlight and explore the 
interwoven relation of water with all 17 
global SDGs.

Key
dates

03 October 2022

World Habitat Day

31 October 2022

World Cities Day

UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR

World Migratory Bird Day

World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is 
an annual awareness-raising campaign 
highlighting the need to conserve 
migratory birds and their habitats. It has a 
global outreach and is an effective tool to 
help raise global awareness of the threats 
migratory birds face and their ecological 
importance—the need for international 
cooperation to conserve them.
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Participate!
Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Advisors: Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director 
Leads: Neil Khor, Katerina Bezgachina
Coordinator and editor: Lynne Karago 
Design & Layout: Michael Lusaba
Contributors:  Namrata Mehta

Editorial Team

31 DAYS OF PROMOTING 
A BETTER URBAN FUTURE

Mandatory Leadership Dialogue 2022
The 2022 Leadership Dialogue will kick 
off with the Executive Director’s maiden 
session with her direct reports on Tuesday, 6 
September 2022, from14:00 to 15:00 (Nairobi 
time). Managers are expected to complete 
their sessions with their direct reports, 
cascading down to all staff members, interns 
and consultants, by 31 November 2022.

Heads of Offices/Branches/Divisions/
Sections/Units are requested to certify that 
all their direct reports have completed their 
sessions and appoint focal points who will 
liaise with the Legal Unit when submitting 
their feedback. Session leaders will: 

(i) Complete Appendix A’s attendance sheet 
and email it to their Entity’s approved 
Focal Points. 

(ii) Provide substantive feedback and 
suggestions from participants directly to 
the Ethics Office using the online form 
Appendix C. 

The Legal Unit may assist in facilitating 
the sessions and providing the necessary 
guidance. A final report on participation will 
be sent to the Ethics Office upon completion 
of all sessions.

Additional resources, including the leader’s and participant’s guides, are 
available on the UN Ethics Office website. Should you require any further 
information or guidance concerning the United Nations Leadership 
Dialogue, please feel free to contact the Legal Unit.

https://wuf.unhabitat.org/
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/
https://www.un.org/en/ethics/ethics-training/leadership-dialogue.shtml
mailto:LegalOffice_UNHabitat@unitednations.onmicrosoft.com

