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Dear Reader,

It is now one week since WUF 11 concluded last 
Thursday, and we wanted to share the key highlights 
from the 5-day event. 

The event attracted 17,003 attendees, with 10,799 
participants from 155 countries attending in person. 
WUF11 events were covered live by UN Web TV, 
receiving 46,145 views, with 350 media representatives 
registered and 200 attending in person.

Participants held discussions culminating in a set of 
Declared Actions which you can read more about in the  
feature story section.

Further on in this issue, we present one of our flagship 
reports, the World Cities Report 2022.

Keeping in mind the valuable lessons from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Report suggests ways that 
cities can be better prepared to address a wide range 
of shocks and transition to sustainable urban futures. It 
identifies three possible scenarios of urban futures: high 
damage, pessimistic and optimistic.

As usual, we look forward to hearing more from you on 
your activities and shared contributions in the coming 
weeks at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Happy Reading,

Lynne Karago 
Editor

News roundup
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https://www.miragenews.com/un-habitat-launches-its-world-cities-report-2022-810239/
https://www.miragenews.com/un-habitat-launches-its-world-cities-report-2022-810239/
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https://allafrica.com/stories/202206300743.html
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https://african.business/2022/07/apo-newsfeed/un-habitat-escwa-highlight-the-importance-of-data-collection-and-monitoring-in-improving-the-resilience-of-arab-cities/
https://african.business/2022/07/apo-newsfeed/un-habitat-escwa-highlight-the-importance-of-data-collection-and-monitoring-in-improving-the-resilience-of-arab-cities/
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https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/3726716/un-habitat%E2%80%99s-ali-we-look-forward-cooperation-saudi-arabia
https://en.mehrnews.com/news/188642/Iran-to-finalize-National-Urban-Policy


WUF 11: The Katowice 
Declared Actions

UN-HABITAT BRAZIL/José Bernado Júnior

FEATURE STORY

This reflected the feeling of many 
participants that fast action 
is needed for cities to recover 
from multiple crises and embark 
on a rapid transition towards 
sustainable urban development. 

UN-Habitat, Executive Director 
Maimunah Mohd Sharif’s 
motto during the eleventh 
session of the World Urban 
Forum (WUF11)

“We only have 2,743 days 
left to implement the New 
Urban Agenda and achieve 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals.”

Key Highlights

The major WUF11 themes included the challenges of 
providing affordable, inclusive, sustainable, and resilient 
housing and how to finance it; the need to improve 
stakeholder engagement in urban planning and to co-
create sustainable and resilient cities, as well as the 
approaches and mechanisms to achieve it; and using 
smart technologies and other tools to prepare cities for 
future crises while putting people first. 

The event attracted 17,003 attendees, with 10,799 
participants from 155 countries attending in person. 
Approximately three-quarters of the gender-balanced 
participants came from Europe, while participants 
for Africa and Asia accounted for 7.5% and 8.7%, 
respectively.

WUF11 events were covered live by UN Web TV, receiving 
46,145 views. WUF11 had 350 media representatives 
registered and 200 attending in person. Across the 
week, nearly 500 high-quality knowledge exchanges were 
conveyed through high-level dialogues, special sessions, 
roundtables, and uniquely, through events and meetings 
organised by various stakeholders.
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With more than 52% of female 
speakers in the main sessions, the 
WUF11 successfully achieved panel 
parity. The WUF11 was lauded for 
its efforts towards accessibility, 
with full interpretation in all 6 UN 
languages as well as in Polish and 
Ukrainian (6 events). 

Both the International and Polish sign 
languages were also provided. 

CART (Communication Access 
Realtime Translation) and numerous 
improvements for the visually and 
physically impaired demonstrated 
that transformative action can meet 
accessibility for all through universal 
design.

Throughout the Forum, and with over 400 events featuring 700 speakers 
from government, civil society, communities, academia and the private sector, 
participants also enthusiastically convened in dialogues, roundtables, and 
special sessions, where they engaged in exchanging, showcasing, and sharing 
innovative practices and approaches. 

In the forum, stakeholders and partners engaged in multiple dialogues - 
high-profile events which set the agenda for policy and action.; Equitable 
Urban Futures, Building Resilience for Sustainable Urban Futures, Future 
Urban Economy, and Finance, Integrated Governance in Spatial Planning for 
a More Just, Green, and Healthy Urban Future, Greener Urban Futures, and 
Transforming Cities through Innovative Solutions and Technologies. 

In response to the recent urban crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic, 
climate disasters, and emerging conflicts, WUF11 presented an opportunity 
to strengthen the UN-Habitat’s Domain of Change 4 - Effective urban crisis 
prevention and response with an extraordinary dialogue on urban crisis 
response and recovery. High attendance at WUF11 has demonstrated its 
convening power and contributed to the growing global focus on sustainable 
and resilient cities by using smart technologies and other tools to prepare 
cities for future crises. 

During the forum, partner constituencies were invited to Roundtable events 
to identify areas of consensus and ways to move forward on emerging 
issues and global trends. They comprise; Local and Regional Governments, 
National Urban Policies in a Changing World, Business and Industries, 
Parliamentarians, Older Persons, Ministerial, Persons with Disability, One UN, 
Women, Academia, Professionals, Foundations and Philanthropies, Children 
and Youth, Civil Society and Grassroots Organizations, and Trade Unions and 
Workers.  

The Special Sessions comprised the Urban Recovery Frameworks, Urban 
Data and Circular Economy, Rebuilding Communities and Neighborhoods 
After War and Natural Disasters, Delivering Affordable Housing Across 
Countries, and Delivering Affordable Housing Across Countries, amongst 
others. 

For more exhaustive details on the issues arising from the discussions, kindly 
click here. 

Notable Shift: Multi-
dimensional aspect of 
inclusivity

Participants’ Engagement: Structured, thematic, and 
sustainable-urban-future responsive deliberations

https://enb.iisd.org/world-urban-forum-wuf11-summary
https://enb.iisd.org/world-urban-forum-wuf11-summary
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The Outcome: Katowice Declared Actions - 
Transforming our cities for a better urban future. 

The WUF 11 Declared Actions were 
introduced at the event’s closing 
ceremony, the culmination of five days 
of debate and discussion in Katowice, 
Poland. Announced by H.E Madame 
Martha Delgado, President of the UN-
Habitat Assembly, the Declared Actions 
will carry the sustainable development 
agenda forward to the next World 
Urban Forum in Cairo, Egypt, in 
January 2024 and beyond.

In brief, in the “Katowice Declared 
Actions: Transforming our Cities 
for a Better Urban Future,” WUF11 
participants declared their voluntary 
actions and commitments for the next 
two years and beyond, including:

1. Move from incrementalism 
towards fundamental shifts in 
urban environments, systems 
of governance and forms of 
habitation, in line with human rights 
treaties;

2. Focus on imminent urban crises 
such as climate and biodiversity 
emergencies, pandemics, violence 
and conflicts, and other natural 
and man-made disasters that all 
converge in cities and surrounding 
territories;

3. Reconfirm culture as a core 
component of local identity;

4. Reconfirm that accessibility 
and universal design are an 
integral part of the solution to the 
challenges of urbanisation; and

5. Encourage all development actors 
to mobilise their capacities in the 
UN Decade of Action and appeal to 
governments to better fund UN-
Habitat.

Stakeholders were encouraged to 
submit additional Declared Actions 
until 31 July 2022 through the Urban 
Agenda Platform.

Broadly, the Katowice Declared Actions 
had a preamble, as quoted below.

We are concerned by the lack of 
progress towards the SDGs and 
the Paris Agreement and call for 
urgent transformative action. 
We need to focus on pathways 
to transformative change and 
investigate examples of cities that 
have reached a tipping point and 
turned the corner by instituting 
innovative and progressive 
policies and planning regimes. 
Urban leaders must move from 
incrementalism and work to 
achieve fundamental shifts in 
urban environments, governance 
systems and habitation in line with 
human rights treaties. COVID-19 
has shown that substantial change 
is possible in the short term, but 
the challenge is delivering long-
term and sustainable change. 

We welcome the increased 
use of Declared Actions from 
members states and other 
relevant stakeholders as set out 
in the Annex of Declared Actions, 
committed by members states 
at the United Nations High-Level 
Meeting (April 2022) on the 
Implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda, convened by the President 
of the General Assembly, and 
Global Stakeholder Declaration and 
other global fora. 

4.
3.

2.

Together, we gathered here in Katowice, 
Poland, to dialogue on the theme 
“Transforming our Cities for a Better Urban 
Future.” Now, at the conclusion of this World 
Urban Forum, we declare our voluntary 
actions and commitments for the next 
two years and beyond. We call for more 
international, multi-stakeholder and multi-
generational cooperation and collective 
actions to support the speedy implementation 
of the New Urban Agenda and strategically 
reposition the New Urban Agenda as a road 
map for accelerating sustainable development 
and climate action and building peace.

We need to focus on increasingly imminent urban 
crises. The climate and biodiversity emergencies, 
pandemics, violence and conflicts, and other natural 
and man-made disasters all converge in cities and 
surrounding territories. Being prepared for and 
overcoming these crises becomes a pre-condition to 
transform towards a better urban future.

5.

1.

7.

We welcome the use of an Urban 
Crises Track during WUF 11 
to galvanise the exchange of 
knowledge and practices between 
stakeholders in all countries dealing 
with or affected by conflict and 
disaster, including countries newly 
affected by conflict and disaster, 
such as Ukraine. [hold]

6.

We, the participants of WUF 
11, reconfirm that culture, as a 
core component of local identity, 
including heritage, creativity, and 
diversity, is an integral part of 
the solution to the challenges 
of urbanisation, including urban 
crises, and to achieving the New 
Urban Agenda. 

We recognise that WUF 11 set 
a new standard of accessibility 
and reconfirm that accessibility 
and universal design are an 
integral part of the solution to 
the challenges of urbanisation, 
including urban crisis, and 
constitute the agent of 
transformative action for a more 
equitable urban future.”

8.

We, the participants of the Eleventh 
Session of the World Urban Forum, 
convened by the United Nations 
Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat) hosted by the Government 
of the Republic of Poland in the 
City of Katowice and co-organized 
by UN-Habitat, Poland’s Ministry of 
Development Funds and Regional 
Policy and the Municipal Office of 
Katowice, representing national, 
subnational and local governments, 
international and regional 
organisations, parliamentarians, 
civil society, older persons, children 
and youth, -, women, persons with 
disabilities, grassroots groups, 
business leaders, indigenous peoples 
and local communities, professionals, 
the private sector, foundations 
and philanthropies, academia, 
professionals and other relevant 
stakeholders. 

https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2022/07/katowice_declared_actions.pdf
https://www.urbanagendaplatform.org/actions
https://www.urbanagendaplatform.org/actions


The Katowice Declared Actions:

 Encouraged all development actors gathered in Katowice to mobilise 
their respective capacities in this Decade of Action by tracking progress 
through a monitoring and reporting mechanism. 

 Makes an urgent appeal to all governments to better fund UN-Habitat 
to ensure that its elevated mandate is met by enhanced resources and 
capacity of UN-Habitat.

 Called upon all stakeholders to continue submitting their Declared Actions 
in the coming days (until 31 July 2022) as part of the World Urban Forum 
11 through the Urban Agenda Platform, highlighting the transformative 
nature of their commitments. 

 Thanked the Government of Poland, the City of Katowice, and UN-
Habitat for convening the Forum and committed to providing continuous 
cooperation to the next hosts, the Government of Egypt and the City of 
Cairo. 

For more information on WUF 11, please contact Dennis Mwamati

Conclusion

1.

2.

4.

3.

mailto:mwamati@un.org


STAFF NEWS

Departing colleagues

It has been a great honour and 
privilege to have a twenty-two 

and half-year UN career organizing 
statistical workshops/webinars and data 
compilation and analysis. I am proud to 
have been part of the great efforts and 
achievements. 

To quote Robin S. Sharma, “What gets 
measured, gets improved”. 

In this vein, colleagues, continue your 
excellent work to formulate evidence-
based urban policies and urban 
development plans that help keep the 
UN-Habitat’s flag flying high, a true 
measure of strong team spirit and 
extreme dedication!

Let me take this opportunity to express 
my gratitude for the many friendships 
formed over the years. 

Mr Joel W. Jere, Ph. D.
Human Settlements Officer 
(Monitoring), Data and Analytics Unit
Retired on 30 June 2022
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Role
Administrative 
Assistant, G5 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
21 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Associate 
Coordination Officer, 
NOB 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
21 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management Officer, 
NOC 
Duty Station
Barcelona, Spain
Deadline 
15 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management Officer, 
P4
Duty Station
Baghdad, Iraq 
Deadline 
22 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Senior Programme 
Management Officer, 
P5
Duty Station
Hamburg, Germany 
Deadline 
28 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management 
Assistant, G5
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
15 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Associate Programme 
Management Officer, 
P2
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
10 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management 
Assistant, G6
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
20 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Legal Officer, P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
24 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Administrative 
Assistant, G5
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
07 July 2022
Apply Here

VACANCIES
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https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=183265&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=184290&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=182903&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=183639&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=181702&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=183329&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=184945&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=181106&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=181653&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=183265&Lang=en-US
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IWA World Water Congress and 
Exhibition - Water for smart, liveable 
cities

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 
#WorldWaterCongress & Exhibition will 
report on the water sector’s progress 
on the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The emphasis will be on SDG6, 
dedicated to water and sanitation. The 
event will also highlight and explore the 
interwoven relation of water with all 17 
global SDGs.

World Migratory Bird Day

World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is 
an annual awareness-raising campaign 
highlighting the need to conserve 
migratory birds and their habitats. It has a 
global outreach and is an effective tool to 
help raise global awareness of the threats 
migratory birds face, their ecological 
importance, and the need for international 
cooperation to conserve them.

58th ISOCARP World Planning 
Congress – From Wealthy to Healthy 
Cities

The World Planning Congress of City 
and Regional Planners in Brussels. The 
congress will be organised from 3 to 7 
October 2022 and include technical tours, 
plenary sessions, workshops, workshops 
and networking events. 

UCLG World Congress 

It will be one of the largest events between 
local governments and international 
organisations not to be missed. The next 
World Congress of United Cities and Local 
Governments (UCLG) will take place in the 
Korean city of Daejeon in October 2022.

UCLG World Congress is held every three 
years and is the largest event bringing 
together 1,000 city leaders from about 
140 countries. More information about the 
programme will be available in the coming 
months.

25th World Energy Congress

In the history of the World Energy Council, 
the Congress has been staged in over 20 
cities across the world, and the 25th World 
Energy Congress will take place in St 
Petersburg on 24–27 October 2022.

By harnessing the collective know-
how, strategic thinking and practical 
experiences of the diverse world 
energy community, the Congress is the 
destination for fresh ideas, common 
sense and new shared visions of better 
energy for a better future. It is the space 
for conversations about the energy 
that is more inclusive, collaborative and 
connected. Join us in shaping the future of 
energy at the World Energy Congress.

JUL

5-7,
11-15

High-Level Political Forum under the 
auspices of ECOSOC

The meeting of the HLPF in 2022 will be 
held from Tuesday, 5 July, to Thursday, 
7 July, and from Monday, 11 July, to 
Friday, 15 July 2022, under the auspices 
of the Economic and Social Council. 
This includes the three-day ministerial 
segment of the forum from Wednesday, 
13 July, to Friday, 15 July 2022, as a 
part of the high-level segment of the 
Council. The theme for the HLPF 2022 
will be“Building back better from the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while 
advancing the full implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”.

Key
dates

5 – 7 July; 11 – 15 July 2022

High-Level Political Forum 2022

UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR
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https://worldwatercongress.org/
https://worldwatercongress.org/
https://worldwatercongress.org/
https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
https://isocarp.org/58th-wpc-brussels-2022/
https://isocarp.org/58th-wpc-brussels-2022/
https://isocarp.org/58th-wpc-brussels-2022/
https://unhabitat.org/events/uclg-world-congress
https://worldenergycongressrussia.org/en/attendees/attendees-terms/
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en
https://unhabitat.org/high-level-political-forum-2022


Participate!
Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.
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Design & Layout: Michael Lusaba
Contributors: Dennis Mwamati

Editorial Team

World Cities Report 2022: 
Envisaging the Future of Cities

Launched during WUF11, the World 
Cities Report 2022: Envisaging the 
Future of Cities seeks to provide 
greater clarity and insights into 
the future of cities based on 
existing trends, challenges and 
opportunities, as well as disruptive 
conditions, including the valuable 
lessons from the COVID-19 
pandemic and suggests ways that 
cities can be better prepared to 
address a wide range of shocks 
and transition to sustainable urban 
futures. 

The Report proposes a state 
of informed preparedness that 
provides us with the opportunity 
to anticipate change, correct the 
course of action and become more 
knowledgeable of the different 
scenarios or possibilities that the 
future of cities offers.

The Report identifies three possible 
scenarios of urban futures: high 

damage, pessimistic and optimistic. 
Avoiding the high damage scenario 
and manifesting a bright urban 
future requires collaborative, 
well-coordinated and effective 
multilateral interventions. The 
response to the current urban 
crisis can lead to a collective 
reprioritisation of cities across the 
world towards shared prosperity 
and inclusion.

During the Decade of Action 
(2020–2030), cities and subnational 
governments must urgently adopt 
approaches that will foster the 
optimistic scenario of urban futures. 
The localisation and effective 
implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda serves as a framework 
for integrating the interrelated 
components that constitute these 
pathways.

The interactive report is now 
available. 

Annual Report 
2021

Download Full Report Here
Annual Report 2021

https://unhabitat.org/wcr/
https://unhabitat.org/annual-report-2021

