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Dear Reader,

In the run up to Urban October, HabPost delves deeper 
into the theme of this years’ World Habitat Day, ‘Mind 
the Gap. Leave No One and No Place Behind’, with a 
closer look at the problem of growing inequality and 
challenges in cities and human settlements. 

In this issue, we kick off our series of office profiles with 
the Information Office of UN-Habitat in China.

In addition, we shed light on the learning and advocacy 
platforms within our portfolio. Check out the ‘Did you 
know’ section to find out more about UN-Habitat 
Learn, the Urban Agenda Platform and the World Urban 
Campaign.

And as always, we encourage you to reach out to us at 
unhabitat-habpost@un.org to contribute your stories 
and share new resources!

Happy reading,

Sumitra Jayaraj
Editor

News roundup

 Niger partners UN-Habitat, Korea on 
$75,000 urban development programme 
(EnviroNews Nigeria)

 UN-Habitat and Embassy of Japan 
complete rehabilitation of residential 
heritage buildings heavily damaged by 
the Beirut Port explosion (National News 
Agency) 

 Bahraini official meets UN 
representatives to discuss joint 
cooperation (Arab News)

 Statement by Principals of the Inter-
Agency Standing Committee on famine in 
Somalia (UNHCR)

 Kenya: Sustainable Economic 
Development in Turkana (Cities Alliance)

 Foundation empowers youths with 
digital skills for community development 
(Business Day)
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Urban poverty and inequality are the most intractable 
and complex problems confronting our cities.

Mind the Gap. Leave No One 
and No Place Behind

The slums of Mumbai, Nairobi, Rio de Janeiro, or the 
homeless on the streets of London or New York are 
obvious gaps that exist in our urban fabrics.

The recent combined crises of COVID-19, climate 
change and conflicts have only widened these 
gaps. They have created greater inequalities and 
vulnerabilities and reversed years of progress in the 
fight against poverty.  

This World Habitat Day, which was set by the United 
Nations on the first Monday of October, we want to look 
into these gaps and discuss ways to close them, while 
leaving no one and no place behind. 

Understanding the gap

We are witnessing growing inequalities and 
poverty around the world. The gap between the 
haves and have-nots is getting wider.  

People living in cities and towns are affected 
the most. Many urban residents have lost their 
income or housing due to conflicts, natural 
disasters, or the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The triple C crisis - COVID-19, climate, and 
conflicts – has generated a wave of new poor in 
urban areas. 

According to our World Cities Report 2022, there 
were almost 163 million newly poor in 2021. 
These are people who would have exited poverty 
in the absence of the pandemic but remain poor, 
and those who have fallen into poverty due to the 
pandemic. A majority of these new poor live in 
urban areas, presenting an additional burden to 
already overstretched local governments. 

The increase in extreme weather events and 
natural disasters like flooding, heatwaves and 
landslides affects urban areas the hardest, 
which makes climate change adaptation and 
mitigation a paramount concern. Urban areas are 
responsible for 70% of greenhouse gas emissions 
and produce 70% of waste, therefore cities must 
act as leaders of climate action to meet the 1.5 
degrees goal set by the Paris Agreement. 

The most vulnerable and poor are at the front 
line of the climate crises. For example, according 
to Oxfam, due to the effects of climate change, 
an estimated 13 million people across Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Somalia were displaced in the first 
quarter of 2022. This is despite them having done 
little to cause the climate crises. 

FEATURE STORY
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Ongoing conflicts and wars 
further complicate life of urban 
residents. In 2022, conflicts 
pushed over 70 million people 
below the poverty line or made 
them flee their homes. Almost 
60% of these displacements 
happen in urban areas. 

Closing the gap

Solutions to growing inequalities 
lie in human rights-based 
approaches, social protection 
policies and good multilevel 
governance focused on 
participation and inclusion. 
These need to come from 
national governments, regions, 
and city leaders. Cities and 
towns are the places where we 
can connect the dots and create 
change.

In order to close the gaps, 
we need a coordinated and 
collaborative approach that 
brings together national, 
regional and local levels, 
includes them into discussions 
and allows collaboration on 
policies and action plans. 
The size of the challenge is 
too large for cities to be able 
to respond independently. 
Cities require resources and 
tools to undertake large-scale 
development projects.

Solutions also lie in effective 
urban social protection policies. 
These represent a powerful tool 
for addressing urban poverty 
and inequalities along with 
national urban and housing 
policies. Social protection 
mechanisms that were initiated 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
helped many cities and 
countries to cope with the initial 
shocks. 

According to the World Cities 
Report 2022, three pillars 
should be prioritized: social 
protection for informal workers, 
which constitute most of the 
employment in developing 
cities; adequate urban housing 
for all, and access to essential 
public services in currently 
marginalized urban areas. 

Planned urban growth is 
another mechanism that can 
help reduce spatial inequalities 
and eradicate poverty through 
developing compact, connected, 
resilient and mixed-use cities. 
In addition to that, urban 
regeneration can deliver 
positive results and help reduce 
urban inequalities. Evidence 
shows that urban regeneration 
significantly ameliorates the 
negative experiences of poverty 
and inequality. It helps address 
the housing gaps and ensures 
safety of neighbourhoods and 
communities. 

31 DAYS OF PROMOTING 
A BETTER URBAN FUTURE
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Addressing urban inequalities remains a key challenge towards 
achieving the urban dimensions of SDGs.

The point when our urban future is a demographic 
certainty was reached about 5 years ago and 
we are now confronted by an urban world in 
which access to urban services and other basic 
needs remain a distant reality to many residents.  
This is true in many low-income regions of the 
world such as sub-Saharan Africa, parts of Asia, 
and Latin America. In these areas, more than a 
billion urban citizens live in slums and informal 
settlements (Figure 1).

Safe drinking water and improved sanitation are 
essential urban basic services as witnessed during 
the COVID-19 crisis in many cities. Considerable 
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improvements in access to safe drinking water and 
sanitation were recorded in the last 20 years across 
all regions of the world, with big improvement 
witnessed in urban areas. 

However, in many cities, access to these essential 
services remains dismal in selected groups such as 
those living in slums and informal settlements or 
those falling in the lower wealth quintiles. It’s these 
gaps that now define who is being left behind and 
that is where a targeted approach to achieving the 
SDGs should be aimed to ensure that we leave no 
one behind (Figure 2 and Figure 3).

Figure 1:  Proportion of urban population living in slums (%) 2014 & 2020
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Figure 2: Proportion of urban population using improved drinking water source (%) 

Figure 3: Proportion of urban population using improved sanitation facilities (%)

Reach out to Robert Ndungwa to learn more.
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Our solar future
Solar-powered lights in public parks are the sign of things to 
come in two cities, Kaysone Phomvihane and Pakse cities in the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic. The lights are the result of 
pilot projects showcasing the potential of urban low-emissions 
development. 

The pilot projects are part of Urban LEDS, which was implemented by UN-
Habitat and ICLEI, and funded by the European Union. 

The project supported 60 cities in eight countries to implement integrated 
low emission and resilient development. 

It developed a set of guidelines to inform local level officials about climate-
responsive development. At the same time, capacity was built in the use of 
local emissions measurement, and climate action planning. 

Climate-risk vulnerability assessment reports were developed for Pakse, 
Kaysone Phomvihane, Outhoumphone and Bachiengchaleunsouk and 
the first two local level greenhouse gas inventories in the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic were completed.

The knowledge and momentum generated by the project has led to 
a request to expand this work to Vientiane and Luang Prabang. This 
continued climate action has the potential to make a substantial impact on 
urban development in participating and other Lao cities.

Read More

supported in eight 
countries to implement 
integrated low emission 
and resilient development. 

60 cities

SUCCESS STORY
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New colleagues

Mars V. Arriesgado
Intern
Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific (ROAP)
mars.arriesgado@un.org

Sushmitta Renganathan
Intern
Programme Support (West Africa)
Regional Office for Africa
sushmitta.ranganathan@un.org

Steve Sheibi
Intern
Mobile Application Development
Policy, Legislation, and Governance 
Section
steve.sheibi@un.org

Sharon Kaluki Kitau
Intern
Web and App Development
Policy, Legislation and 
Governance Section
sharon.kitau@un.org

Mark Mungai Muiruri
Intern
Database Mining 
Policy, Legislation and 
Governance Section
mark.muiruri@un.org

Pauline Ondiek
Intern
Website Development
Policy, Legislation and 
Governance Section
pauline.ondiek@un.org

STAFF NEWS
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Information Office of UN-Habitat in China
Our Beijing Information Office was established in 1992 based on a 
memorandum of understanding between the United Nations Centre 
for Human Settlements, the predecessor of UN-Habitat, and the 
Ministry of Construction, the predecessor of the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban-Rural Development, People’s Republic of China.

Now officially called the Information Office of the UN-Habitat in China, 
the office focuses on translation and information dissemination. Its 
main activities include: 

 Publishing periodicals covering human settlements 
development in China and globally. 

 Providing information for UN-Habitat’s corporate website.

 Promoting the mutual exchange of information and knowledge 
between UN-Habitat and the Ministry of Housing and Urban-
Rural Development of China. 

 Supporting UN-Habitat activities in China, such as the World 
Urban Forum, World Cities Day, World Habitat Day and Urban 
October. 

 Translating and publishing UN-Habitat’s World Cities Reports 
and other publications into Chinese.

The office is located in Beijing and is funded by UN-Habitat through 
the voluntary contribution of the People’s Republic of China. While its 
daily operation is administered and monitored by the Ministry, the UN-
Habitat Information Office submits annual work and financial reports 
to both UN-Habitat Headquarters and the Ministry. 

Xiafei Duan

Director, Information Office 
of UN-Habitat in China
xiafei.duan@unhabitat.org.cn

OFFICE PROFILE
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Role
Statistician, P4
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
15 October 2022
Apply Here

Role
Administrative Officer 
WUF12, P3 [Temporary]
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
22 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Public Information Officer, P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
22 September 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme Management Officer, 
Human Settlements, P3
Duty Station
Bonn, Germany
Deadline 
30 September 2022
Apply Here

VACANCIES
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58th ISOCARP World Planning 
Congress – From Wealthy to Healthy 
Cities

The World Planning Congress of City 
and Regional Planners in Brussels. The 
congress will be organised from 3 to 7 
October 2022 and include technical tours, 
plenary sessions, workshops, workshops 
and networking events.

UCLG World Congress

It will be one of the most significant 
events between local governments and 
international organisations not to be 
missed. The next World Congress of 
United Cities and Local Governments 
(UCLG) will take place in the Korean city 
of Daejeon in October 2022.

UCLG World Congress is held every three 
years and is the most significant event 
bringing together 1,000 city leaders from 
about 140 countries. More information 
about the programme will be available in 
the coming months.

Urban October

Urban October will begin with World 
Habitat Day on 03 October 2022 and 
end with World Cities Day on 31 October 
2022. Activities to mark Urban October 
will take place around the world on these 
specific days and throughout the month. 

The UN Climate Change Conference 
COP27

The incoming Presidency of COP27, 
together with the High-Level Champions 
and Marrakech Partnership for Global 
Climate Action, have published the 
calendar of the thematic programme 
of the UN Climate Change Conference 
COP27 in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, in 
November. 

The programme unites government 
and non-Party stakeholders, fostering 
collaboration among them to deliver 
greenhouse gas emission reductions and 
help ensure a just transition to a net-zero 
economy which alleviates poverty and 
helps secure a sustainable future.

SEPT

22

IWA World Water Congress and 
Exhibition - Water for smart, liveable 
cities

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 
#WorldWaterCongress & Exhibition will 
report on the water sector’s progress 
on the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The emphasis will be on SDG6, 
dedicated to water and sanitation. The 
event will also highlight and explore the 
interwoven relation of water with all 17 
global SDGs.

Key
dates

03 October 2022

World Habitat Day

31 October 2022

World Cities Day

World Migratory Bird Day

World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is 
an annual awareness-raising campaign 
highlighting the need to conserve 
migratory birds and their habitats. It has a 
global outreach and is an effective tool to 
help raise global awareness of the threats 
migratory birds face and their ecological 
importance—the need for international 
cooperation to conserve them.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR
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Have you visited UN-Habitat Learn, our online 
platform for digital learning?

LEARNING

Our Capacity Development and Training Unit (CDTU) collaborates with internal colleagues 
and external partners in the pursuit of transforming key methodologies and training 
products into innovative digital tools which are accessible to all.

21 courses are now available on UN-Habitat Learn, with some available in multiple languages, such as English, 
Arabic, French, Spanish and Bahasa Indonesia. 

The platform has 5,100 registered users from 164 countries, while 1,700 certificates have already been awarded to 
learners who have successfully completed courses.

Bridge capacity gap to implement global agendas: 
The New Urban Agenda and the Sustainable 
Development Goals, in particular SDG11

“New normal” – the future of learning mixes in-
person with online: Blended learning

Wide access – Most courses are open for all our 
available for free, at any time

Are you planning to develop e-learning modules in your next project?

Why a learning platform for sustainable urbanization? 

What can UN-Habitat Learn do?

  Read the Guide to deliver capacity-building 
using digital tools produced by CDTU for more 
information and additional resources

 Reach out to  Raphaelle Vignol and Vidar 
Vasko in the Capacity Development and 
Training Unit for more tips and support.

Self-paced online courses Reusable interactive content

Collaborative learning Capacity-building microprogrammes

Introduction

Webinar

Self-study

Peer learningCertificate

Exercise
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Participate!
Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Advisors: Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director 
Leads: Neil Khor, Katerina Bezgachina
Coordinator and editor: Sumitra Jayaraj 
Design & Layout: Euclide Namema
Contributors:  Robert Ndungwa, Christine Auclair, Maike Salize, Raphaelle Vignol, Xiafei Duan

Editorial Team

Advocacy Platforms at UN-Habitat

Urban Agenda Platform

The Urban Agenda Platform is the global 
portal for reporting on the implementation 
of the New Urban Agenda to accelerate 
achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. A one-stop-shop for 
both reporting and learning, it enables 
governments and stakeholders to report 
progress, submit actions, and share best 
practices and knowledge resources on 
sustainable urbanization. It supports 
knowledge exchange and capacity 
development and aims to share and inspire 
positive change.

Reach out to Maike Salize from the Strategic 
Planning and Monitoring Branch to learn 
more.

World Urban Campaign 

The World Urban Campaign is growing with 
a total of 240 partner organizations to date 
united around a common goal: help achieve 
the urban dimension of the sustainable 
development goals (SDGs) by 2030 and 
implement the New Urban Agenda. This 
month and the next, ten Urban Thinkers 
Campus will be organized around the overall 
theme: ‘The City We Need Now!’ to highlight 
urban solutions and show the power of 
cities and communities in accelerating the 
implementation of the SDGs. 

Reach out to Damien Thibon from the 
Advocacy and Campaigns Unit to learn more.

https://www.urbanagendaplatform.org/
mailto:maike.salize@un.org
https://www.worldurbancampaign.org/
mailto:damien.thibon@un.org

